6 0 ¢ FEBRUARY 1968 


BEN COLDER 


SHEB WOOLEY 
WYNN STEWART 
LIFELINE: MERLE HAGGARD 


DID YOU KNOW..... 


Is Read By 


2085 Country D.J.'s and Radio Executives 
3152 Business Executives and Personnel 
in the Country Field 


5745 Country“ Musicians and Entertainers 


36,250 Devoted Country Fans All Over the World 


Advertise In The ‘‘Country’’ 
Publication That Is Read By 
Everyone interested In 
Country Music 


Publisher und Editor-In-Chief 


FRANK HARRIS 
Managing Editor 

JIM HARRIS 
Assistant Editor 
LAURA FAIRBANK 
Associate Editors 
RUTH CHARON 
MARY ANN COOPER 
BIFF COLLIE 
TEXAS JIM COOPER 
LARRY BRIEL 
IRENE BEELER 
MARTY DEACON 
Art Director 

FRANK BLAKE 
Circulation Manager 
R. S. CAULFIELD 
Advertising Manager 
JAMES EARL 
Regional Advertising 


Manager Nashville 
FRANKIE STARR 


Wynn Stewart is featured in this 
months C.M.L. Story on page 32 


COUNTRY MUSIC LIFE is published monthly at Orange, California, 


Country 


Music 
Lite 


FEBRUARY 1968 


12. 


News 

FEATURE STORIES 

I Remember Ernestine 

Sheb Wooley 

Ben Colder 

CML Lifeline — Merle Haggard 
Wynn Stewart 

Backstage: Jo Walker 

Cheryl Pool 

Durward Erwin 

CML Salutes WHOW 

Billy Parker 

DEPARTMENTS 

Top Ten Tunes of 1967 

Letters To The Editor 
Editorial/Gospel Trail 
Westcoast Notes/Northwest Notes 
Midwest Notes/Nashville Notes 
Fan Club Guide 


F. O. Box 2366, El Modena Station, Orange, Calif. 92667 


by Country Music Life Publications, telephone (714) 538-8875. Sold by subscription only. One year $6.00. Two years $10.00. 


Second class postage entered at Orarge, California. 


mission. Copywrite 1968, Country Music Life Publications. 


CLYDE BEAVERS 
BILL ANDERSON 


Editorial content may not be reproduced in any form without written per- 


JERRY WALLACE 
CML LIFELINE 


and many other exciting stories, news and articles in addition to our regular 


columns and other departments, such as the Fan Club Guide, and Where the 


Stars are Shining. 


IT’S SUCH A PRETTY WORLD 


WYNN STEWART 


YOUR GOOD GIRL'S GONNA GO BAD 


TAMMY WYNETTE 


ALL THE TIM 


JACK GREENE 


LORETTA LYNN 


DON'T COME HOME 


MISTY BLUE 


EDDY ARNOLD 


| : JACK GREENE 


THERE GOES MY EVERYTHING 


SAM'S PLACE 


BUCK OWENS 


x WITH ONE EXCEPTION 
DOES MY RING — (0 | 


JM ED BROWN 


POP A TOP 


Gentlemen: 


Just a note to say that | would like to see an 
article in your magazine on the Ray-O-Vac Battery 
Road Shows. 

This past Saturday two shows were held at the 
International Amphitheatre. Both shows had a large 
audience, didn’t have an intermission, and both ran 
over their time schedule. The stars on the show 
were Roy Acuff and his band and his son, Tex Ritter, 
Jeannie Seely, Webb Pierce, Willie Nelson, Gayle 
Holly, Jimmy Strickland and his band, Roy Frushay, 
Marty Robbins, Dottie West and her band, Del Reeves 
and his band, The Stoneman Family, Bob Luman, 
Wade Roy, Conway Twitty and his band, and Max 
Powell. 

Sincerely, 
Joanne Karsch 


We have never been furnished with information 
about these shows. — JH. 


Gentlemen: 

No one loves Country Music more than | do. | 
love it because it is sincere and clean! At least it 
used to be clean! I'm as broadminded as the next 
guy, but has anyone noticed some of our Country 
Song lyrics lately? Songs of infidelity, husbands 
cheating on wives, wives cheating on husbands, 
double meanings in words, etc., with no ending to 
offset the immorality suggested in song. 

Isn't it time to cut it out” now, instead of 
waiting till it’s a festering sore? Surely love can 
be put in song without offending decent people? 

| quote a few examples of words and song titles 
that spring to mind. Judy Lynn sings “I'm not your 
angel any more, | lost my wings last night!’’ Some- 
one else | can’t remember tells us that, Last Night 
| Let A Stranger Buy The Wine!’’ One of the worst 
examples is a young male artist who says in song 
“If the light is on I'll be there, if it is off PIL know 
he’s home!!" How sickening! 

C’mon Country Artists, — or should | say ‘‘Come 
Off t“? Refuse to record those kind of songs. Let 
us keep Country Music the cleanest music there is. 

Sincerely, 
Gerry Butler (Artist) 
Denver, Colorado 


What about it artists? What do you think? — JH. 


Dear Sir, 

First let me begin by saying that | enjoy your 
magazine very much. 

Recently Montreals one and only COUNTRY 
MUSIC Disc Jockey, Mr. Bud Brown, left to take up 
residence in Wheeling, West Virginia. 

For years Mr. Brown has been promoting COUN- 
TRY MUSIC in Montreal, and has brought many a 
Montrealer endless hours of listening pleasure. 

The radio station that he was working for played 
only five hours of COUNTRY MUSIC a week, and 
that is the only radio station in Montreal that does 
play COUNTRY MUSIC. 

So, | believe that | am speaking for most Montre- 
alers, when | say that we wish Mr. Brown all the 
luck in the world. 

| would appreciate it if you would print this 
letter, as | know that he does receive your magazine, 
to let him know that he will be missed. 

Yours sincerely, 
Miss Ina Gelston 


Verdun, Quebec, Canada 
Please note, Mr. Bud Brown. — JH. 


Dear Editor: 

Have just finished reading and enjoying the 
December issue all about the Convention, even 
though only a memory now. 

However, as one of Charley Pride’s white fan 
club members, | am seething over the discrimination 
he received from your publication. He was mentioned 
only once on page 24 along with Jack Greene as 
being tied for #1 New Male Artist, and not one photo- 
graph anywhere in your issue for December. 

| hereby congratulate Music City News for a 
much fairer presentation of the awards, and Charley’s 
picture right along with the other award winners as 
it deserved to be! 

Sincerely, 

Louise 1. Shedd 

411 Lighthouse Drive 

Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 33403 


P.S. | am forwarding a copy of this letter to the 


Charley Pride Fan Club, as | do not expect to see 
it in print either. 


Tbe pictures were submitted to us by our rep- 
resentative in Nasbville. Tbe error was un-inten- 
tional, — JH. 


editorial 


Jim Harris 


February is the shortest month in the year and 
| was going to amaze everyone by telling you why, 
but after looking it up in the encyclopedia, and the 
dictionary, | can’t find it. 

Country Music Life is becoming more and more 
popular every day. The letters we get are showering 
us with praise and almost all of the letters request 
that we print it. We have, as you have probably 
noticed gone to a smaller type in the letters, in order 
to get more of them on a page, but we could not 
begin to reproduce all of the letters we receive. We 
get hundreds of them every month, and can only use 
about six. Just because your letter does not get 
printed, does not mean that it doesn’t get attention. 
| can assure you that | personally read every letter 
and all ideas and suggestions are taken seriously. 
Unfortunately, we cannot personally answer every 
letter. 

I don’t really like to pat myself on the back, but 
the Country Music Life-Line was my idea. | approach- 
ed Bill Thompson at KGBS for permission to repro- 
duce their weekly ''Country Music Portrait’’ braod- 
casts in the form of a live interview, and | am very 
happy to report that it is the most popular feature 
we have ever had. The mail we receive with com- 
ments, and suggestions for future guests is stagger- 
ing. We intend to continue it as long as you, the 
readers want it. 

| have had a few letters praising me for my ed- 
itorial “You the People” in the December issue. 
As much as | would like to take credit for such a 
fine article, it was written by popular disc jockey 
and regular contributor Biff Collie. Biff is, in my 
opinion one of the most knowledgeable people in 
this great business, and we are indeed proud to have 
him as a regular writer. 

This month we present feature stories on Wynn 
Stewart, Sheb Wooley, Ben Colder, life-line with 
Merle Haggard, plus reports on up and coming artists 
Cheryl Pool, Durward Erwin, and a report on WHOW 
radio in Clinton, Illinois. We think it’s a great issue. 
We hope you agree. 


THE GOSPEL TRAIL 


By Marty Deacon 


Shakespeare once wrote . . . There's not one 
wise man among twenty will praise himself." These 
few words are very true, so, in this column, I’d like 
to praise just a few people who are helping to bring 
gospel music to millions of people around the world. 
They would never ‘praise’ themselves . . . so, Pd 
like to do it for them. 

Im especially proud of the many country music 
entertainers who end their stage appearance with a 
sacred number. In the past months, it seems that a 
number have forgotten to do this. But, the top 
people.. . іп the hearts of the country music fan... 
still end their program in this manner. I wonder if 
that's one of the basic reasons why they still are 
the leaders in the country music field. 

Had the pleasure of 'sitting in' on the filming of 
the pilot for the new syndicated color film series, 
Possum Holler RFD. Rex Allen, what a real ‘pro’ 
this man is, was the special guest . . . and when he 
gathered the complete cast around him and began to 
sing the beautiful old hymn, “In The Garden", 
chills ran up and down my spine. Rex has a real 
feeling for a sacred number and I sincerely hope 
that he'll cut a religious album in the near future. 

RCA Victor should be mighty proud of the pro- 
motion their religious albums are receiving from Tim 
Spencer of Hollywood, Calif. Much of RCA’s airplay 
can be directly contributed to the efforts of this 
gentleman. He never fails to send copies to this 
office for review and it's always a pleasure to 
‘praise’ a man, who from behind the scenes, is 
doing so very much to further this music throughout 
the world. 
that was produced by Tim and it, truly, was a real 
blessing to this writer. “Нот Great Thou Art" 
features the combined efforts of composer Audrey 
Mieir, and arranger-conductor Ralph Carmichael. 
The title tune, over five minutes in length, is one 
of the finest arrangements I’ve ever heard. Other 
deserving cuts include “ГЇЇ Never Be Lonely", 
“will He Know Me" and All My Life”. 

"How Great Thou Art” has become one of the 
most recorded sacred numbers these past years. 
The album liner notes explain the origin of this 
famous number. The original Swedish lyrics of 
"How Great Thou Art” was written by a 25-year-old 
Swedish pastor, Rev. Carl Boberg, in 1885 . . and 
was published under the title of ''O Store Gud"' 
(O Great God) in 1886. 

Im very pleased to hear of young entertainers 
remembering the sacred number in their programs. 
For instance, the dynamic Bobby Parrish ends his 


A few days ago we received an album 


Continued on Page 42 Z 


Westcoast 


NOTES 


Jim Harris 


Christmas has come and gone for another year, 
and I for one am glad. I enjoy the Christmas season 
as much as anyone, but trying to figure out who to 
buy for, and then having to fight your way into the 
stores with a baseball bat, just takes too much out 
of me. Once again everyone is broke and looking 
forward to giving Uncle Sam his share. 

On the night of Sunday, December 17, Al Perry 
had a farewell party at the Breakers Country Club. 
Although everyone had a good time, it was an atmos- 
phere highly charged with emotion. For Al has made 
a lot of peoples lives a little happier in the special 
way he knows how. He is truly a friend of the first 
calibre of mine, and I was sorry to see him go. I am 
sure many of you would like to write to him. Write 
him in care of KZAK, Tyler, Texas. I know he 
would be happy to hear from you. 

Moving into Al’s place at the Breakers will be 
Lee Ross with Ray Riggs and band. Many of you 
will remember Ray as the fellow that had the band 
backing some of the greatest names in country music 
at Disneyland during the summer. 

Popular actor-singer Sammy Jackson has taken 
over the reins on the 7 PM to Midnight spot on KBBQ. 
Sammy just finished a picture with Roy Orbison 
called The Fastest Guitar Alive". He сап be seen 
at almost all of the gatherings in the southland. 
Looks like when we said Welcome to Country Music, 
Sammy Jackson’’ in the September issue, he really 
took it to heart. 

News reports indicate that popular singer Jimmy 
Rodgers is well on the way to recovery after his 
near fatal bout. Jimmy suffered severe injuries when 
he was hit on the head with an un-determined object, 
and has undergone two emergency brain operations. 
His condition was very critical for a long while, but 
all reports indicate that he is doing fine. 

Four very funny and talented guys recently closed 
a second week long engagement in less than a month 
at Glendale’s famed Ice House. As usual, yours 
truly was right there laughing and applauding right 
along with everybody else. The Dillards are really 
making their mark in the world Bluegrass. Four 


great guys. They deserve everything they can get 
and more. 
8 Continued on Page 42 


Northwest 


NOTES 


Larry Briel 


The year of 1968 got off to a lying start around 
the Pacific Northwest, as far as Country Music is 
concerned. There were far too many gala dances, 
parties, and other festivities featuring C/M, to re- 
count them here. Then the first BIG ''Country 
Spectacular" of the year appeared in the Northwest 
during the last part of January. The All-Star line-up 
presented the great Roy Acuff and His Smoky Moun- 
tain Gang with Bashful' Brother Oswald; also Carl 
Smith, Willie Nelson, new recording artist Johnny 
Bush, Nashville steel guitarist Jimmy Day, and 
many more top entertainers. Scheduled for this 
region later in February are Buck 'The Tiger" 
Owens and His Buckaroos, Merle Haggard and the 
Strangers with Bonnie Owens, and others. If you 
are in the Northwest, I know you will want to see 
these Stars, as well as the shows and artists set 
for this part of the country over the next several 
months, including summer and fall fair and rodeo 
dates. Beautiful and talented Judy Lynn made a 
week-long appearance in Portland, Ore., in January. 
At this time last year, I predicted that 1967 would 
be a banner year for Country Music in this area — 
which it certainly was. But, judging by performers 
who have already been here, and those booked for 
coming months, 1968 will be an even bigger year — 
if that is possible! All of you readers can rest 
assured COUNTRY MUSIC LIFE and this reporter 
will do our best to keep you completely informed 
about all activities and developments! 

Speaking of Buck Owens and the Buckaroos, they 
were just seen on the De an Martin Show”, and did 
an outstanding job for, and to promote Country Music. 
Martin’s NBS-TV pıogram has included other C/M 
personalities this season, such as Minnie Pearl, and 
Homer and Jethro. And have you noticed Dino 
(just call him ‘tTex’’), has been singing more Coun- 
try songs than ever before on his shows each week? 
If you CML readers would like to see Dean continue 
with this trend toward more C/M, why not taketime 
to drop a card or letter his way, and let him know 
how you feel about his use of Country talent and 
songs? Address all mail to: Dean Martin Show, 
NBC-TV, Burbank, Calif. 91508. Thank you very 
much, and I hope there will be a tremendous load of 
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Midwest 


NOTES 


Mary Ann 
Cooper 


Hello! Our country music lovin’ twosome BILL 
& SHIRLEY WHITE are receiving some long deserved 
recognition these days, for their many & varied 
They were the subjects of features in the 
St. Louis Post Dispatch (one of America’s best 
known newspapers), complete with a large colored 
picture! Shirl was featured in the ‘‘Everyday’s 
Woman’ section — and a truly marvelous woman she 
is. Married at the age of 12 (to Bill of course), she 
is the mother of six children, a topnotch song writer, 
poetry writer, recording artist (with Bill), and disc 
jockey at KJCF in Festus, Missouri. Fans say they 
can forget all their problems just by attending one of 
Bill & Shirley’s performances. They do their country 
songs in an evangelical style. ‘Nice folks’ who 
have adapted Buck Cwens’ slogan “It takes people 
like you to make people like me” to themselves and 
have it printed on their bus. 


talents. 


One of the originators of the C&W Disc Jockey 
Conventions in Nashville, MARTY ROBERTS is 
currently on the WXCL Peoria staff. Marty moved 
there from Springfield, Illinois. I receive frequent 
mail inquiring about Marty’s whereabouts from his 
longtime friends he made while an all-night dj at 
WCKY Cincinnatti many years back. You may re- 
member that Marty and NELSON KING were known 
as the top jocks in all of country music in those 
days. WCXL will feature, among others, SONNY 
JAMES (by popular request!) and MIKE HOYER on 
its big April 21st stage show. They're borrowing 
Mike, of course, from WHO Des Moines. Meanwhile 
Mike is readying himself for his second recording 
session for United Artists. Says he may do a 14 
verse recitation this time! [ am sure that JACK 
RENO of WXCL will be behind the recording micro- 
phone again very soon also. His "REPEAT AFTER 
ME" has opened the door to a wonderful successful 
career for Jack. #1 in Kansas City, the Jab record 
is doing well in many other areas now. I can never 
help being proud of any of Jack Reno’s accomplish- 
ments, having been president of a fan club for him 
four years ago. Those who were members of the club 
are still on the bandwagon for this future ‘‘great’’ 
of country music! 

Continued on Page 43 


Nashville 


NOTES 


Paul and Ruth Charon 


Most all newsmen and reporters start the New 
Year by reminiscing the major events of the past 
365 days, but we couldn't begin to mention here the 
big events in Country Music, there were too many! 

I wish I had the nerve of seeress Jeane Dixon 
and ESP expert Da vid Hoy to predict the hit songs 
and big new stars of 1968, but I don't. This business 
15 too dynamic. 

Nevertheless, this 1967 did end in a happy vein 
for many stars . . Justin Tubb received a very 
special and lovely Christmas gift. Не and Carolyn 
McPherson were married at 6:30 p.m. on that famous 
Yuletide day, at tke Radnor Church of Christ. She 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas McPherson. 
CML readers remember t he spread we did on Justin, 
picturing his majestic, rustic lake home. What a 
glorious place for honeymooners starting a new life! 

The Nashville Anderson family was happy as 
their hearthside moved for a night to the big TV 
network scene. Liz, Lynn and father Casey joined 
the Lawrence Welk family holiday show singing 
"Silver Bells" . . . The head of another Music City 
Anderson clan, Bill, began the new and finished the 
old with a fantastic new sentimental hit-duet with 
Jan Howard, For Loving You". The follow up to 
this is in such shocking contrast, changing the 
sincere, heart wrenching original into a complete 
comic buff, and by such an ‘unlikely’ new RCA duet 
team that it literally carcks up a certain D.J. Skeeter 
Davis and Don Bowman are strangely a funny, funny 
duo. The D.J., Guy Nelson of KBOX, Dallas, is 
still laughing thru the third record after he plays 
these two. When he gets his breath, he sighs, 
"Nothing is sacred anymore. When I read the name 
Skeeter D. on the label I expected something kind 
of serious". He plays the two discs simultaneously, 
and it's a jolt to your nature — here you are crying 
with Jan and Bill, then immediately laughing into 
convulsions with Skeeter and Don . Always 
something new and different, that keeps show busi- 
ness alive, doesn't it? RCA seems to be teaming up 
all their stars; Dolly and Porter are a grand new team, 
as are Lorene Mann and Archie, with their Dark 
Side Of The Street"! Now I wonder whom they'll 
pair with Elvis, Chet and Arnold. 

Continued on Page 43 9 


| REMEMBER ERNESTINE 


By RUTH CHARON 


Mrs. Little Jimmy Dickens was a friend of mine, 


I am proud to say. Since I just heard the news of 
her passing an hour ago, I do not have the presence 
of mind, nor time to write the tripute this lady de- 
serves. Since Country Music Life is going to press 
soon, it becomes necessary to post this in the morn- 
ing airmail. I heard about it on the WLAC 6:00 a.m. 
morning news, following the hymn which ends the 
Bob Jennings program. Rushing to the corner tele- 
phone booth, I called KBOX Radio—Dallas; they 
said the news had been on the radio yesterday. We 
had not been listening, as all the Bowl games were 
on. Purchasing the Dallas Morning News, I found 
they hadn’t covered it as yet. But she had been on 
her way to Dallas, from a holiday trip, to board a 
plane back to Nashville. 
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My first contact with Ernestine was by mail, 
concerning the Country Music Wives Club while we 
still lived in California in 1960. Then, when we 
moved to Music City the following year, we were 
their neighbors on Log Cabin Road near Lovewood 
Drive. We lived in an historic, crumbling 100 year 
old log cabin; Roger Miller lived up the road іп a 
log cabin somewhat newer. When I went over to 
visit Ernestine for news and coffee, the atmosphere 
of their rambling ranch home was quite a'contrast. 
Regardless of what time of day or occasion she was 
always the most fastidious in her dress; whether 
smoothly pressed slacks ог accompanying Little 
Jimmy to a swank Country Music party. 

Ernestine was always friendly and cheerful, 
anxious to know all the news I had been conjuring 
for column gossip. Very small in stæ ure, I don't 
really think she was an inch taller than Little Jimmy. 
But like all ladies she admired to follow the latest 
styles. With her hair piled high in the new upsweep, 
along with high heels to match her outfit, she would 
appear to the public to be taller than he. She liked 
to wear colorful furs and together they were an ex- 
tremely striking couple. I have seen them together 
at so very many Music City occasions; they seemed 
to enjoy everything so much. We took some pictures 
I will always treasure at the Record World Nashville 
office opening, hosted by Bob and Mindy Austin and 
John Sturdivant. 

On my first meeting with Frank Harris, we both 
went to the Dickens home and enjoyed refreshments 
with her. She thanked us forthe stories we did on 
Little Jimmy and renewed her subscription. Their 
daughter Pamela came in, she had been growing so 
fast I hardly knew her from the little girl neighbor 
I always saw out with her pony in the ranch fenced 
yard. Ernestine was a very good mother and they 
all seemed to have so much fun together. About 4 
years ago I remember seeing all three, waiting in 
line with the other fans to shake hands and meet 
Tarzan, Johnny Weissmuller, at Shoney's in Madison. 
It seemed so cute — even stars are fans of other 
stars — and Tarzan posed, in full dress for our 
pictures. 

Ernestine was a very pretty woman, with fine 
We will 
all miss her and never forget the pleasure of knowing 
this fine lady, the wife of Little Jimmy Dickens. 


feminine features and a joy to be around. 
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NEWS NEWS NEWS 


On December 16 at 8 p.m. American Profile”, 
NBC-TV’s special documentary focused on Country 
Music, turned its cameras westward to Bakersfield, 
California for an excerpt of the talent of America’s 
#1 Country Artist, Buck Owens. 

It was the Third Annual Buck Owens’ Christmas 
Benefit Show for the Marine Corps Reserve’s Toys 


for Tots Campaign. Bakersfield’s Civic Auditorium 
was packed to its gills with four thousand anxious 
country music lovers. Each having brought a toy 
for admission to the big show, truck loads of toys 
were taken to the Marine Corps Reserve for distribu- 
tion to the underprivileged children of Bakersfield 
and Kern County. 

Buck Owens not only brought a Merry Christmas 
to many small tots, but also to his enlivened audi- 
ence. After a brief introduction of Mayor Karlen of 
Bakersfield and Lt. P. J. Donley of the Marine 
Corps Reserve, Buck shouted, Bless their hearts!“ 
Then announced, ‘‘After the show tonight, I’ll sleep 
a little bit better just knowing about the men in the 
Marines.”’ 

The show began and the lucky enthusiastic crowd 
heard the singing and playing of Merle Haggard and 
the Strangers, Wynn Stewart and the Tourists, Tommy 
. Collins, Joe and Rose Lee Maphis, Bob Morris and 
Faye Harden, Eddie Fukana, Buddy Allen, Ronnie 
Sessions, and Larry Daniels and the Buckshots. It 
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was arelaxed, fun and spontaneous atmosphere. An 
applause would rise from different sections in the 
audience, just letting the artists know that their 
songs were being enjoyed. By the end of the show, 
the stranger you sat next to had become your neigh- 
bor, your friend. The warmth of Country Music is 
definitely contagious. 

After the show, the artists packed up their instru- 
ments and moved to Phoenix, Arizona to recreate 
the Toys for Tots Show, continuing the campaign for 
the United States Marine Corps Reserve to collect 
toys for needy children for Christmas. 

Be watching NBC-TV on February 9, 1968 for 
"American Profile" and get a delicious taste of 
Buck Owens’ music at the Toys for Tots Show in 
Bakersfield, California. 
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WANDA JACKSON and her PARTY TIMERS set 
for Mr. Lucky's Phoenix, Arizona, January 8 through 
13. A series of one-nighters will wind them up in 
Los Angeles where they will appear on the JOEY 
BISHOP SHOW, ABC-TV January 26, and at the 
Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, January 27. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Hank Williams Jr. (the former Sharon 
Martin) were wed Monday, the Ist week in November, 
in Gallatin, Tennessee. Sharon, an Overton High 
graduate, is the daughter of Mrs. Ernest Martin, 501 
Barrywood Rd. The couple left for Hollywood via 
American Airlines, where they honeymooned. The 
new groom will film a starring role in the new MGM 
movie, A Time To Sing’... 

ke k * £ 

Mr. P. A. Stover president of the American Folk 
Musicians Association sends word the organization 
is going very strong, and membership is really build- 
ing. The recent AFMA get-together reports Mr. 
Stover was highly successful, with country artists 
attending from several states. Those interested in 
this association write Mr. Stover at 218 West Bald 
Eagle St., Lock Haven, Pa. 17745. 

* d RR * * 


“BORN WITHOUT A NAME” written by Howard 
Vokes & Marian Kay is causing quite a stir in the 
country field. Several artists, including Judy Lynn, 
Kay Adams, are interested in recording the song. 
It’s a females special, however lyrics can be changed 
to fit a male. Published by Vokes Music BMI New 
Kensington, Pa. the song could be a real sleeper 
once it hits the market. It’s a very timely and com- 
mercial song, and tells the complete story of children 
being born out of wed-lock. Judy Lynn says, it’s a 
powerful bit of writing. 


NEWS NEWS NEWS 


Bill Anderson, Star of his own Country and 
Westerr TV program, signs a contract with the Gen- 
eral Electric Broadcasting Company for the production 


and rights to the Bill Anderson Show". Witnessing 
the signing are, left to right; Bud Brown, Personal 
Manager of Bill Anderson; Ray Shouse, Sales Manager 
of WSIX Stations, the General Electric Broadcasting 
Company Stations in Nashville, Tennessee; and Hal 
Greene, Program Marager of WSIX-TV. 

The Bill Anderson Show” is a 30-minute color 
program produced in the WSIX studios, and is current- 
ly being seen in 52 TV markets throughout the coun- 
try. In addition to the star and the host, the Bill 
Anderson Show’’ features the "Po-Boys" Quintet, 
vocalist Jan Howard and comedian Don Bowman. 

„* ** ck ke K. 


Allen McElroy, J. B. Artist & Record Promotions 
informs us that Pearl Barends of Radio Apintie in 
Paramaribo-Suriname, South America, reports that 
"HEARTBREAK SHIP’ by Tiger Recording Artist 
JIM & LYN was heading fast for the top ten circle 
there. Pearl also stated that it was even more pop- 
ular than I WISH I NEVER", by LYN, which rode 
in the number 10 spot for 16 weeks, and never drop- 
ped below number 17 for the entire year during 1966. 

WR oR ж 


Nashville’s Bob Neal Agency, Inc., one of Music 
City’s most active booking and management offices, 
has completed a move to a new location at 817 18th 
Avenue South in Nashville. The Talent Agency has 
taken over an entire building at that location. 

“The move to our new location climaxes the 
greatest year since we have been in business,’’ said 
President Bob Neal. ‘‘Our new office facilities will 
better lend themselves to the expanded prospects in 
the year 1968!’’ 

Neal asks the co-operation of all reading this 
news item to change the address for the officesin 
their files. 


Singer-actor, Leroy Van Dyke, has launched a 
new single which chronicles the path between lone- 
liness and the narrator’s home-town. The Warner 
Brothers Seven Arts release is titled ''Louisville"' 
and has generated much pre-release excitement among 
Van Dyke’s associates. Gene Nast, acting on be- 
half of Seven Arts, produced the new disc. 

The record features the imprint of arranger Charlie 
McCoy and was recorded in Nashville. Уап Dyke 
was in Europe on the release date. He and the Auc- 
tioneers are engaged in a series of performances for 


servicemen overseas. 
ЖЖЖЖ 


"BLUE LONELY WINTER’ is proving to be 
anything but that for Jimmy Newman as his Decca 
smash by that name is topping country charts in 
every part of the country and is getting break-out 
pop action in several major markets. Sales have 
already surpassed any previous release by the 
Cajun star! 

*okckok Re 

The RCA Victor studio is Bobby Bare’s temporary 
home right now as he busily works at completing a 
full slate of recording dates to insure a supply of 
releases while a busy tour schedule starting in mid- 
January takes him from Texas to Ontario and from 
Atlanta to New York — where he will headline at the 
Taft Hotel, March 12—16. 


13 


NEWS NEWS NEWS 


LOOKING OVER THE VOX Eddy Arnold Model 
Guitar is Hank Williams Jr., seated, during pause in 
shooting of movie A Time to Sing’’ at MGM Studios. 
Marvin Kaiser, (checked jacket) VOX Guitar and 
Amplifier National Sales Manager, points out features 
of guitar while members of the XL’s looks on. XL’s 
of Iowa City, Iowa, are winners of '"VOX-Win-A- 
Movie-Contract’’ Contest and are appearing in Wil- 
liams' movie as part of their prize. Members of the 
group are Gary Martin, leader, Les Thede, Jim Grothu- 
sen, Joe McClean, Bob Guy and Mike Heinrick. 


* * * K ж ж 


Leroy VanDyke, who is a frequent trail-blazer 
for Country Music, has opened a new vista for the 
Nashville product. VanDyke was signed in at the 
Playboy Club in Atlanta for a week in late December. 
He kicked off a so-called Festival of Stars" in 
bunnyland. The series of top flight performers mak- 
ing up the series includes Bill Cosby, Tony Bennett 
and Joey Bishop. 

VanDyke is believed to be the first Country star 
to ever play one of the Hugh Hefner pleasure palaces. 
He performed nightly at the Playboy Penthouse and 
was backed by his ''Auctioneers" for the three 
evening performances. 

Leroy VanDyke's Playboy appearance coincided 
with the fast climb of his latest Warner Rrothers 
release. VanDyke’s interpretation of Louisville“ 
is being rated as his best effort since Walk On 
By" and has earned numerous station picks across 
the nation. 

kokk * * * 

Winding up a successful stand at the Nashville 
Room in New York, Billy Grammer headed for the 
West Coast for an extended tour beginning January 4. 
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A Jan. 1 release date has been set for Goldie 
Hill Smith’s first album for Epic, to be entitled 
"Goldie Sings Again’’. 

Produced by Don Law, the package will contain 
her current Epic single, There's Gotta Be More to 
Life than Lovin’ A Man’’, and a wide variety of 
tunes which have been mostly former Number One" 
songs. 

Some of the standards are J Hung My Head and 
Cried’’, Don't Worry", "Why, Why, Why", and the 
recent If My Heart Had Windows’’. 

* * * * kk 


An engagement at the Stage House Club in 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Nov. 22—26 meant that The 
Stonemans were not home for Thanksgiving, but the 
day was celebrated in fine fashion anyhow. 

Club owners George Bleecker and Jack Taylor 
were happy enough about the attendance record of 
their 9-week-old establishment (which seats 1100) 
being broken that they closed a restaurant they own 
and brought in their own families for a huge Thanks- 
giving dinner with the Stonemans. 


* „* * ck kk 


On the occasion of her 21st birthday, Linda 
Manning was honored with a big birthday party given 
by Key Talent Inc. However, the main reason for 
the party — unknown to Linda — was the presentation 
of a special surprise birthday gift — a long term 
recording contract with Mercury Records. Presenta- 
tion was made by Linda’s manager Jimmy Key and 
Mercury’s Nashville A&R Chief Jerry Kennedy, 
shown here with Miss Manning at the signing cere- 
monies. 

Linda’s initial recording session for the label is 
set for early January with release to follow immed- 
lately. 
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NEWS NEWS NEWS 


For the fourth consecutive year, Jamboree regular 
MAC WISEMAN will appear at Toronto’s famous c/w 
nightspot, the ‘‘Horseshoe’’, during the Christmas 
and New Year’s season. 

Both a business and pleasure venture, this 
Canadian trip enables the Wisemans to spend the 
holidays with relatives, since Mac’s wife Marge 
comes from nearby Brantford, Ontario. 

ETELE 

Bobby Parrish, who recently moved from Florida 
to his new country home under the Georgia pines, just 
outside Thomasville, Georgia, hasn’t been able to 
spend much time enjoying his new surroundings. 
His latest release, on the Omar label, Panic In 
Mudville’? b/w A Woman's Love" has taken off 
across the nation . . . now in the top twenty or 
WIVK, Knoxville, and numerous other stations from 
Florida to Chicago to California and all states in 
between. He recently appeared on the "'Katby Hill 
Show" and the Jim Chambers’’ telecasts in Knox- 
ville and various radio outlets. He's presently being 
scheduled for numerous Chicago appearances and 
flew in to Quincy, Ill., to do the pilot color film, 
"Possum Holler RFD’’, for Averbeck-Warren and 
Associates in that city. 

XXIII 


The appointment of Danny Davis as Executive 
Producer, A&R-Nashville, has been announced by 
Chet Atkins, Manager, Popular A&R-Nashville, for 
RCA Victor Reccrds, to whom he will report. The 
appointment is effective Jan. 1, 1968. 

In making the appointment, Chet Atkins remarked, 
"We're extremely pleased to have Danny as such an 
important part of the Nashville operation. Не was 
my choice for the job. I first met Danny when he 
came to Nashville to record in 1952. Because of 
his love for the Nashville scene, he has been here 


many times since then for both MGM and RCA Victor. 


Of course I have a great respect for his A&R capa- 
bilities and an even greater regard for him personally". 
KR k * * * 

W W V A Operations Manager J. Ross Felton has 
announced the addition of Mr. Steve Pell to the WWVA 
Sales Department. 

Mr. Pell, a native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
is well-known in the Wheeling area. In his three 
years of radio sales, he has compiled an outstanding 
sales record. 

Аз Mr. Felton said when announcing that Mr. 
Pell had joined the ‘‘Big Country” sales staff: 
“I believe Steve will be a valuable asset to WWVA. 
With this new addition to our Sales force, WWVA will 
be able to serve local-regional advertisers better 


and concentrate more on each individual account.” 

WWVA Radio, 1170 Wheeling, continues to grow 
and serve аз it enters its 4lst year as the Nation's 
50-thousand watt radio giant. 


*ockock kokok 

The Carter Family, headed by Mother Maybelle 
Carter, was one of six Country Music greats who 
performed to an SRO audience at the KGBS Super 
Star Spectacular, Saturday, November 25, at the 
Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles. 

An integral part of the Johnny Cash Show, the 
Carters received enthusiastic plaudits for their 
down-home brand of traditional Country Music. 

Following their performance, Hugh Cherry, 20 
year veteran of Country Music, and KGBS News Di- 
rector, called Mrs. Carter out front to receive personal 
accolade from the audience, and to present her with 
a special plaque from KGBS. 

Mother Maybelle was visably moved as Cherry 
read the inscription on the award: 

KGBS, Los Angeles, California, pays tribute to 
Maybelle Carter, who, as a member of the famed 
Carter Family, began her recording career in 1927. 

Maybelle Carter has dedicated forty years of her 
life to the growth and perpetuation of Country Music. 
Shrine Auditorium, Los Angeles, California, Novem- 
ber 25, 1967. 
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NEWS NEWS NEWS 


Under the guidance of a new rodeo director, 
Bruce Lehrke, the Loretta Lynn Championship Rodeo 
branched out of Tenn., Miss. and Ala. during 1967 
and appeared across the eastern half of the nation 
in six markets ranging from Atlanta, Ga. to Detroit, 
Mich. 


This is the first year the company hit the national 
rodeo trail and it averaged 19,333 customers per 
stop for a total of 116,000. The average number of 
performances in each city were four. 

Professional cowboys and cowgirls collected 
$39,830 by competing in six major championship 
events at each International Rodeo Association 
Sanctioned rodeo. 

The Company is already booked in eight cities 
for 1968 and Lehrke forcasts a total of 10 to 12 
rodeos with attendance nearing a quarter million. 

* K * * KK 


On December 12th the Nashville Association of 
Talent Directors sponsored the Annual Oscar Davis 
salute. The salute takes the form of a year-end 
party attended by Music Row Executives and Country 
Music Celebrities and is considered one of the Nash- 
ville Industry’s big events. Davis, a prominent 
force in talent circles prior to a massive stroke he 
suffered several years ago, is the recipient of funds 
raised at the party. The money is used to offset 
medical bills. Over one hundred personalities at- 
tended the blow-out and several New York and West 
Coast agencies telegrammed best wishes and dona- 
tions. 
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Hank Mills, who was a featured performer in the 
motion picture ‘‘Cottonpickin’ Chickenpickers’’ was 
invited to appear at the initial showing of the film 
in two Pennsylvania cities. Hank, a Decca recording 
artist and imminently successful songwriter, flew up 
for the cinema festivities on Thursday, December 
7th. His appearance at the Strand Theatre in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania was preceded by several press inter- 
views. Hank was also a radio guest on radio stations 
WRCS, WINK and WGBI. The second day of the 
promotion tour found Hank at the Paramount Theatre 
in Wilks Barr. The Decca star’s activities were 
rounded our bya fifteen minute interview on WNEP-TV, 
a color facility serving the Scranton, Wilks-Barr 
area. He also was interviewed by WBAX Radio in 
Wilks-Barr on the 8th. 

Theatre Executives termed the appearance a 
success with outstanding crowds at both premieres. 
A special press party was conducted at both cities 
at which Mills was the guest of honor. In addition 
to promoting the picture itself Hank acted as a good- 
will ambassador for Country Music in general by 
making prominent mention of his co-stars. Hank’S 
latest Decca record release is “I Just Wasted The 
Rest" B/W “Change Yourself”. 

HR KR k k 


Del Reeves, who has played to some pretty 
appreciative audiences, was especially pleased 
with the reception he got at a recent Kentucky ap- 
pearance. The audience was so pleased by the 
lanky singer’s style they even wanted to accompany 
Del to his next engagement. Unfortunately the 
warden at LaGrange Prison where Del was playing 
wouldn’t let the audience out. Marion Worth, who 
accompanied Del for the benefit performance on 
December 19th, returned to Nashville for a four- 
show taping session for the Wally Fowler Gospel 
Music series. 

* * ck * * * 

Tompall and the Glaser Brothers, a group with 
a strong following among the critical audiences of 
Music City, had the opportunity to play before an 
especially enthusiastic group on December 12th, 
when they sang with a troup at Nashville's Veterans 
Administration Hospital. The Glasers also were on 
hand for the Vito Pellittieri Birthday party to wish 
“The Grand Old Man of the Opry” their best. 

a e a e e ж 


JACK TURNER who recently took over the reins 
as president of J. B. ARTIST & RECORD PROMO- 
TIONS announced the signing of a partnership agree- 
ment with J. B.’s branch manager ALLEN MCELROY 
in a meeting in Lubbock. 


NEWS NEWS 


Howard Vokes the Mr. Country Music. of Penn- 
sylvania, has been creating quite a stir in several 
foreign countries via his various recordings. 

Howard is heard in Canada on "SPARTON, 
ACADIA & MOUNTAIN Records; in Great Britain on 
ESQUIRE & STARLITE Records; in Norway on 
TRIOLA Records; Australia on HADLEY Records, 
etc.’ Also his recordings are being shipped and 
played on radio stations in several other countries, 
including Germany, Japan and Belgium. 

Howard has a nuinber of growing fans in the 
foreign countries, and kis daily mail always contains 
letters, and record orders, plus requests for pictures, 
from overseas. 

Howard’s version of “WILLIE ROY, THE CRIP- 
PLED BOY’, that sent him on his way here in the 
states, is very popular at this time in Australia on 
the Hadley label. : 

In the states here Howard is heard on Del-Ray 
Records, Starday Records and on his own label 
VOKES. Here's a real country artist to keep an eye 
on. His brand of music will be around, after the 
modern sound has taken a long ride in the back seat. 
Howard feels he gets more attention with his down- 
to-earth-country sounds than many of the artists 


with their modern'' sound. 


Rok * * * * 

Sammy Jackson is welcomed to KBBQ by Program 
Director Bill Wardlaw. Sammy is the newest member 
of the KBBQ Country Gentlemen and will hold down 
the 7 p.m. till midnight show. | 

Sammy was star of the ABC TV Show ‘‘No Time 
for Sargents’’, which is now in syndication in many 
cities. Sammy will continue his acting career in 
addition to his DJ duties at KBBQ, the new 10,000 
watt 24-hour Country station in the Los Angeles 
Market. 


NEWS 


"HEAVEN HELP THE WORKING GIRL" . .. 
and heaven's been good to this working girl. From 
industrious beginnings at age 13 when she had her. 
own radio show, Norma Jean has become one of 
Country Music's most popular female artists. Her 
RCA Victor single, written by Harlan Howard, por-: 
trays the plight of the working girl. 

* * K * * ж 


The Country and Western Jamboree headed by 
Happy Mann and the Countty Squires at the Park Inn 
recently was no ordinary Jamboree. 

Through the courtesy of two local D. J. 's, Bobby 
Hudson and Dave Snow (who was a guest M.C.) from 
tadio station W.W.O.L. we were highly honored by a 
surprise visit from Johnny $Dollar who records on 
Date Label. Johnny both pleased and delighted the 
over-flowing crowd. : He has a wonderful personality 
and keen sense of humor, a very impressionable 
person! 

We wish Johnny $ Dollar all the best in all of 
his endeavors. · 

Among our special guests was Canada’s Jr. 
Tweedy who has long been a favorite Country and 
Western entertainer. Rochester, N. Y. was repre- 
sented by Ronnie (Lefty) Evans and Wild Willie. 
Marv Fingerlow from Niagara Falls area and guests 
from St. Catherines, Ont. were on hand. 

Buffalo and Western New York took no back seat 
either when it came to talent. Al(Porky) Witherow, 
Bobby Hudson and his W.W.O.L. Country Giants, 
Lanny Nast and the Western Gentlemen plus many 
other artists all did a splendid job in contributing 
their special talents to make this one of the largest 
most successful Jamborees ever held locally. Our 
very good friend Norb Payne was on hand and a most 
welcome guest. 17 


NEWS NEWS NEWS 


JERRY NAYLOR, host of the syndicated MUSIC 
CITY USA television show was in the Nashville 
Club, Hotel Taft, New York City, January 9 through 13. 

TEX WILLIAMS followed January 16 through 20. 

Kk £ * * * 


MARY TAYLOR, singer and comediene, has been 
set at Cactus Pete's Jackpot, Nevada, January 30 
through February 4; then to Portland, Oregon, Taylor's 
View Point February 7 through 11. 

MARY will guest on the WLW Midwestern Hayride, 
syndicated T-V, the taping in Cincinrati January 13. 


X kk kk k 


Vito Pellittieri, a man whose personal history 
is entwined around that of the Grand Ole Opry and 
modern Country Music, for over forty-two years, was 
seventy-eight years old November 30th, and many 
of those whose careers he bolstered and influenced 
gathered to express appreciation. A party attended 
by a host of Opry personalities and associates honor- 
ed Vito and his wife Katheryn, at the clubhouse of 
the Riverside Riding Academy near Nashville. 

Pellittieri, who started his professional career 
as a violinist, with his own band, around 1910, later 
joined the WSM studio orchestra during radio’s form- 
ative period, then stayed on with the organization 
to become Opry stage manager, a position he still 
holds. Vito, who has a great love for Country Music 
and the men and women who perform it, has shunned 
retirement to remain close to the Opry and his friends. 
His friends, in partial payment for Vito’s concern, 
purchased ап АСА Color set for the veteran musician’s 
East Nashville home. 


Helping Mr. Vito show off his Birthday cake are 
left to right; Tompall Glaser, Porter Wagoner, Hubert 
Long, Owen Bradley, Mel Tillis and Johnny Darrell. 
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BIG MOMENT in lives of XL’s, Iowa City, las, 
group which won VOX Win a Movie Contract" Band 
Battle Contest, came when they saw their name on 
banner over gate at MGM Studios where, as part of 
their prize, they will appear in movie. On hand to 
welcome them to studio are Jerry Katzman, left, 
Associate Producer, Producer Sam Katzman, (light 
trousers) and Marvin J. Kaiser, (light jacket) National 
Sales Manager, VOX Guitars and Amplifiers. Mem- 
bers of the group are Mike Heinrick, Jim Grothusen, 
leader Gary Martin, Les Thede, Bob Guy, and Joe 
McClean. 

* a ae be £ * 


Comedian Rod Harris, is very happy about recent 
results on his back injury. 

Rod’s doctor reported surgery at this time is not 
indicated, however Rod is not to do any heavy work 
or strenuous activity. This doesn’t bother Rod too 
awful much anyway, he never was too fond of heavy 
work. 

Rod is, of course, happy to get up and around 
again as the Thanksgiving week found him in Wheel- 
ing at the Jamboree; Indianapolis, Indiana and a 
visit with DJ Bob Taylor of W.I.R.E. radio; and last 
but not least, the famed Renfro Valley Barn Dance, 
Renfro Valley, Kentucky. 

Rod sends his thanks to the many people for 
the nice cards and letters. 


NEWS 


The Country Music Association today announced 
the winners of their annual Country Music Month 
contest. Awards will go to each of three top stations 
in the United States for their outstanding work in 
promoting October as National Country Music Month. 
WPAY in Portsmouth, Ohio took top honors as first 
place winner with WPLC in Atlanta, Georgia taking 
second place honcrs, and WMAD in Madison, Wiscon- 
sin was the third station announced to receive an 
award. 

In making the announcement Jo Walker, Executive 
Director of the Country Music Association commented, 
“Tt was very difficult for our panel of judges to pick 
only three winners. We had at least 15 stations who 
staged outstanding promotions both on the air and 
All three of the winners are 
Country and Western radio stations who 


in the community.’’ 
full-time 
devoted hours of air time to salute Country Music 
Month as well as stage various promotions in the 
community tied in with the annual event. 

Each winner will receive an engraved plaque for 
the lobby of their station saluting them as an out- 
standing C&W staticn. 

In addition 12 other stations received honorable 
mentions, with a special citation going to Chris 
Lane at WJJD for his promotion efforts during Country 
Music Month. 
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The appointment of Sheldon Gilberg as Account 
Executive — Foreign Sales has been announced by 
Gil Cohen, Vice President — Foreign Sales of ABC 
Films. This appointment is effective immediately. 

Mr. Gilberg comes to ABC Films from the Inter- 
national Division of the National Broadcasting 
Company, where he most recently helped set upa 
television network for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
During this project he spent 2 years in Saudi Arabia, 
Prior to his association with NBC International, Mr. 
Gilberg was the Media Director and Head of Radio 
and Television Production for Ptak Mueller and 
Associates in Phoenix, Arizona. Before that he was 
Assistant Director of Public Relations and Promotion 
at KPHO-TV and Radio in Phoenix. During his 
business career he was also a free lance writer. 

A native of Detroit, Mr. Gilberg has travelled 
extensively in foreign countries. He has authored 
a book entitled Television Production" which will 
be published in Arabic and English. A graduate of 
the University of Arizona, he also has a degree from 
the American Institute for Foreign Trade. Home is 
now Nichols, Connecticut, for Mr. and Mrs. Gilberg 
and their 4-month old daughter. 


NEWS NEWS 


On December 13, 1926, a little 50-watt station 
beeped out ''the friendly voice from out of the hills 
of West Virginia”. That was WWVA, 1170 Radio. 

On December 13, 1967, a giant 50,000 watt voice 
boomed out (on schedule) as ‘the Nation's number 
one modern country music station”. This is WW VA, 
1170 Radio. 

From the squeaky little 50-watt baby, WWVA has 
grown to one of the industry's 50-thousand watt 
giants. 41 years of progress. 

WWVA Radio, a Basic Communications station, 
With the 
change to the modern Big Country’’ format two years 
ago, WWVA has recorded a phenomenal growth in 


means progress for many years to come. 


popularity in the tri-state area as well as in the 
Great Northeast and Canada. 

Alongside the progress of WWVA, progress has 
been recorded for Wheeling, W. Va., too. Аз of July 
1967 consumer sales were up 13 percent over 1966 
in the Big Country"! city. 

Wil WWVA continue to grow, to serve, to create 
the ‘‘friendly voice’’ that so many have come to call 
their own? The answer is easy: as long as there is 
a Wheeling, West Virginia, there will be a WWVA. 

As the many Big Country" listeners will be 
saying tomorrow: 

"Happy Birthday, Big Country!” 

*okockokokok 

Dave Dudley's winter schedule included a mid- 
west tour in early January, winding up with a week's 
stand in Toronto January 15—20. 

* K K K K 

Recording star Wynn Stewart stops by KBBQ in 
Burbank for a chat with Country Gentleman Eddie 
Briggs. Briggs is now doing the midnight to 5:30 a.m. 
show on KBB and always welcomes guests when- 


ever they are in the Los Angeles area. 


NEWS NEWS NEWS 


Clyde Beavers and The Eager Beavers just re- 
turned from a two week tour of Puerto Rico. During 
a five night engagement, the Clyde Beavers show 
broke all previous records both in atterdance and 
business wise. The show is scheduled to return to 
Puerto Rico for another week during the Christmas 
and New Years Holidays. This has been the most 
successful year for the show since being organized 
approximately three years ago. The show traveled 
over 100 thousand miles this year and are already 
booked solid until the spring months of 1968. 

Clyde Beavers was in the recording studios to 
record a new album a few days ago under the direc- 
tion of Bill Beasley, the album is scheduled to be 
released around the first of the year. 
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The Magnolia Boys Home, a Laurel, Mississippi 
orphanage supported by private contributiors, was 
threatened with a serious loss of funds going into 
the Christmas season. The Home, in an effort to 
bolster the budget to provide holiday trimmings for 
the children, engaged an independent promoter to 
bring in a Country Show to raise funds. The pro- 
moter secured the services of Jan Howard and Warner 
Mack through the Hubert Long Talent Agency in 
Nashville. Miss Howard’s and Mack’s names on the 
advance posters sparked a brisk advance sale from 
Mississipians wishing to aid the Home. When over a 
thousand tickets were sold, the promoter slipped out 
of town with the cash in his pocket. 

Laurel’s lady mayor, Fern Bucklew and Radio 
Station WLAU manager, F. M. Smith, decided to try 
to repair the situation and contacted H-L T-A exec- 
utive, John Owen. Owen explained that although Jan 
and Warner had been contacted about the planned 
performance, the larceny-minded promoter hadn't 
signed contracts or paid the usual advance. Owen 
talked to the two performers and artist Red Sovine 
and the three decided to go ahead with the show 
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without asking for their normal fees. 

The resulting performance drew an estimated 
fourteen hundred ticket holders and raised several 
hundred dollars over and above that taken by the 
fugitive promoter. Owen was so enthused about the 
prospect of helping the Magnolia Home, he personally 
accompanied the troup to Laurel. 

Luckily the saga of the swindled home had a 
happy ending for all concerned. The institution made 
money, the artists received the deep satisfaction 
found only in the gracious art of giving and the 
grateful town appointed the entire Nashville dele- 
gation honorary citizens of Laurel. 
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Members of Avco Broadcasting's MIDWESTERN 
HAYRIDE cast entertained at the annual Christmas 
Party at Cincinnati's Veterans Administration Hospi- 
tal on December 19. 

Dean Richards, host of the nationally syndicated 
HAYRIDE, was joined by the Lucky Pennies; "The 
Country Gentleman’’; Charlie Gore; and comedy team 
Zeke Turner & Billy Holmes. 

Some of the HAYRIDE cast has visited the VA 
Hospital during the Christmas season for the last 
seven years. Dean says, This is always a heart- 
warming experience because the patients are so 
appreciative. We come away feeling we've added at 
least a little holiday gaiety to the monotonous routine 
of their days." 

MIDWESTERN HAYRIDE is seen each Saturday 
night, 6:30—7:30 PM оп WLWT (TV5), in Cclor. The 
HAYRIDE is а country music variety show which 
features prominent guests from the recording field. 

* K * K K K 


Bob Homan's latest Heb Records release, Our 
Love Is Something Special" b/w “I Hide From My 
Friends’’ is hitting well across the nation’s station 
turntables. Both sides were published by Vernon 
Glen's, ‘‘River’s Bens’’ publishing company. 
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The Page Family (The Page Bros. and Luella) 
recently proved that they have a ‘hot’ act and they 
didn't even need a stage to prove this. While re- 
turning from a week-end engagement in Colorado, 
they discovered that their bus was on fire. Hastily 
unloading their instruments, they managed to get 
the fire out, and continued to their home in Salina, 
Oklahoma. Heavily booked week-ends, while school 
is in session, they are already booked for engage- 
ments in Colorado in January. Their latest release — 
"Two Mules Pull This Wagon” b/w ‘‘Why Must They 
Sing About You’’, is getting excellent air-action. 


NEWS NEWS NEWS 


Personnel changes in Waylon Jennings’ back-up 
group, the Waylors, has put even stronger emphasis 
upon Phoenix. Both Daly Perkius and Jimmy Gray, 
who have replaced the Lyle Brothers in the act, are 
old-time friends from Phoenix and continue to pro- 
duce the “electric”? sound Jennings has become 
identified with by use of 4 guitars together. 

Perkins is a new-comer to Columbia Records as 
well and is becoming established by virtue of ''Help- 
less". Both musicians are moving to Nashville soon. 

* kK ck ck k 


RCA Victcr will present a new aspect of the 
sound of Connie Smith with the January release of 
her album, The Soul of Country Music“. 

In contrast to the driving tempos Connie has 
tidden on to the chart tops so often, Bob Ferguson 
produced the package that contains such soulful 
matter as "It Only Hurts for a Little While", ''Walk 
Through This World With Me’, There Goes My 
Everything”, and Touch My Heart”. 

* * * * RK 


RCA Victor’s Nashville chief Chet Atkins has 
announced the signing of inspirational singer Jake 
Hess to an RCA Victor recording contract. Con- 
cerning  Hess's background, Atkins commented, 
"We're awfully pleased to have someone of Jake's 
musical caliber working with us in this particular 
field." 

The signing makes Hess the only Nashville-based 
inspirational artist on the label. His, sessions will 
be produced by Darol Rice of Victor's West Coast 
operation, whose producing credits include George 
Beverly Shea, Pop-turned-Gospel singer Tony Fon- 
taine, the Blackwood Brothers, and the Statesmen 
Quartet. Hess’s first Victor sessions will be Jan. 
8 & 9. 

k * k * ok ok 

Rex Allen flew in from California, as special 
guest, on the pilot film, for Possum Holler RFD”. 
Averbeck-Warren and Associates, Inc., shot the color 
film in Hannibal, Missouri, and spotlighted the 
‘regulars’ of the award winning telecast, ‘Тһе 
Possum Holler Оргу”. Featuring a full story-line, 
with country music carefully projected into the 
series, it brings a new concept into country music 
syndication. Besides Rex Allen, the pilot featured 
Toby Dick Ellis, Bobby Parrish, Al Harvey, Lenora 
Ellyn, Linda Cassady, The James Sisters, Dave 
Finn, Speedy Hayworth, and the Jenny Jamison Show 
Band. Using authentic antiques, the old general 
store, comes alive and Possum Holler becomes a 
reality. A national sponsor is interested in the 
series for numerous markets. 


Joe and Rose Maphis drop by KBBQ, the new 
10,000 watt 24-hour Country Music station in the 
Los Angeles area, for a chat with KBBQ’s Larry 
Scott. Scott is music director at KBBQ. 


* * * * * * 


For the third straight year, George Kent has been 
set to headline che big dance at the Fort Worth 
Stock Show, January 26 — February 4. 

k * * * * * 


HANK THOMPSON and his BRAZOS VALLEY 
BOYS left Los Angeles Wednesday, January 10, via 
Japan Airlines, for their second tour of the Far East 
in less than a year. Dates include concerts in Japan, 
Thailand, Okinawa, Tiawan and The Philippines. 
The tour will conclude January 31. 

Personell making the trip along with HANK were 
HUGO CHAMBERS (drums), CURLY LEWIS (violin), 
KEITH COLEMAN (violin and sax), BERT REVERA 
(steel guitar) and CURTIS POTTER (base). DOROTHY 
THOMPSON, HANK’s wife, will also accompany 
the group. 

Tuesday, January 9, the eve of their departure, 
HANK THOMPSON and his BRAZOS VALLEY BOYS 
appeared as guests on the JOEY BISHOP SHOW, 
ABC-TV. 

* K „. do K 

Indie Jack Clement reports that The Country 
Way", the new Charley Pride album has been re- 
leased in advance of its original release date. The 
unusual occurence is the result of requests from 
RCA distrivutors after the great success of Pride's 
most recent chart topper "Does My Ring Hurt Your 
Finger". 

Clement, who discovered Pride’s recording 
abilities and helped to get a Victor contract for him, 
now works with RCA producers on sessions for the 
popular young artist, and expects this album to be 
his best yet. 21 


SHEB WOOLEY 


Songwriter, actor, recording artist, comedian. 
These titles would be fitting for many different art- 
ists, but no one fits all of them like the subject of 
our story. It is a small wonder that Sheb Wooley is 
referred to as one of America’s most versatile enter- 
tainers. 

Mr. Wooley was the recipient of the following 
award from Cashbox magazine recently. Mr. Vers- 
atile — Sheb Wooley. For his outstanding contribu- 
tions to the fields of country, folk and popular music 
as a writer, record artist, and entertainer, presented 
by Cashbox Magazine, 1964.” 

One finds it extremely hard to believe that the 
same Sheb Wooley that starred as Pete Nolan in the 
long running TV series ‘‘Rawhide’’ is also Ben 
Colder, MGM singer-comedian with such hits as 
Hello Walls #2, Still #2, Detroit City #2, and Talk 
Back Blubbering Lips. It is also hard to believe 
that the same Sheb Wooley that played the bad man 
in such films as High Noon’’, where he received 
acclaim for his portrayal of Ben Miller, the whiskey 
drinking killer, is the same man that wrote and re- 
corded such songs as Purple People Eater, Are You 
Satisfied, Too Young To Tango, That's My Pa, 
Sally's Arms, Big Land and many others. 


His early years were spent on his fathers farm 
where he learned first hand the farmers life. He 
learned to ride at the tender age of four, and by the 
time he was in his teens he had become a rodeo 
rider, which turned out to be a definite asset when 


he became an actor. 
Sheb formed his own band while in high school MISTER 
and.later had a network radio show which eventually 


led to a recording contract with MGM records. 
From there he journeyed west and worked in his 
first motion picture, a feature role in Warner Bros. 


"Rocky Mountain’’ that starred the late Errol Flynn. 
Since that time he has appeared in over thirty films, VER A 
including several produced and directed by Charles 


Marquis Warren, the producer of Rawhide. Some of 
these were "Little Big Horn’’, Hell gate’’, Distant 
Drums’’ and Man Without a Star". He has appeared 
in over ore hundred television shows in addition to 
his starring in Rawhide. 

Residing on a 22 acre ranch near Ojai, California 
with his wife and daughter, Sheb Wooley truly fits 
the title ‘‘Mr. Versatile’’. 
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BEN COLDER 


AMERICA’S 
#2 ARTIST 


Ben Colder, that destroyer of great country songs, 
is one of the more popular of the entertainers of our 
time. Although, this seems strange to Ben. ‘‘Why 
are people laughing at me" quips Mr. Colder, “Му 
mama always told me to be myself, and that’s what 
I do." 

Benjamin McKinley Colder was born somewhere 
North of Nome, Alaska at an undetermined time. 
His father was working at the weather station there 
and little is known of his mother with the exception 
of this one quote that appeared in the Nome News. 
“I didn’t want to brave the storm alone, so I married 
the weather man, hoping he could tell me what was 
going to happen next, but I sure didn't expect any- 
thing like our boy Ben. 

Ben showed an early talent for music, when he 
discovered that the icicles on the roofs had different 
pitches according to their length. He became known 
far and wide for his prowess on the ice, becoming 
one of the best iciclests on the Alaska circuit. He 
played some of the biggest roofs in the area, but 
his biggest thrill came when he was asked to play 
igloo for visiting dignitaries. This is the Carnegie 
Hall of the Alaska circuit. 

Ben recalls when, at the age of 21, he applied 
for membership in the exclusive Alaskan Club which 
has three rigid qualifications for membership. You 
must drink a quart of whiskey straight without stopp- 
ing, shoot а polar bear, and rub noses with an eskimo 
squaw. Well, it seems after drinking the whiskey 
Ben became confused. His friends tell of how after 
about two hours Ben came back in with his clothes 
in shreds and lacerations all over his body. They 
quote him as staggering to the bar and saying, Al“ 
tight, where is that eskimo squaw I’m supposed 
to shoot’’. 

The same kind of confusion is noticeable in 
Ben’s recordings which has contributed greatly to 
his success and earned him the title of America’s 
#2 recording artist. Such hits as Hello Walls #2, 
There Goes My Everything #2, Don’t Go Near the 
Eskimos, Great Men Repeat Themselves, and his 
smash hit of Almost Persuaded #2, have all been 
instrumental in keeping the public informed of the 
great voice of Ben Colder. 

Is it any wonder that people refer to- him as the 
#2 artist. Because in our humble opinion Ben Colder 
is truly second best . . . America’s #2 artist. ` 


23 


. Country Music 


BILL: Swinging Doors. That's what sort of started 
it for Merle, and things started to go big, big, big, 
big. How did you get the idea for that song? Any- 
thing behind it? 

MERLE: Well, Bill, we were just driving along one 
night, and the idea began from I'm always here at 
home 'til closing time. That's where the idea actu- 
ally started from and it wound up being Swinging 
doors. 

BILL: Do you get most of your ideas at any partic- 
ular time when you write songs? 

MERLE: Well, early in the morning seems to be the 
time of day I usually — I guess my mind is clearer, 
or something when I first wake up and this is when I 
usually get mv ideas for songs. 

BILL: Are you an early riser? 

MERLE: Well not normally. What usually happens — 
I usually just stay up if I'm going to go fishing or 
something like that, I'm usually getting off work at 
2 or 3 o'clock in the morning and we just go ahead 
and drink coffee until daylight and then wind up 
going fishing. Seems like that's the most peaceful 
time of day. 

BILL: Ithink so. People say how do you get up 
and do a morning show and — I like it. It seems 
like it's so fresh and clear and I love to drive through 
the desert or be on a trout stream at that hour, 
Talking about streams, you spend a lot of time up 
at the Kern river now-a-days, don't you? 

MERLE: Well, not really now-a-days. This is where 
I was born — in Bakersfield and the Kern river was 
probably the first place I ever went fishing I guess, 
with my Dad when I was a boy and I learned the 
river real well. I know it about as good as anybody 
I guess and I've done a lot of fishing there through 
the years, but now we're on the road so much I don't 
get to go up there. We occasionally stop along the 
road though, and do some fishing. 

BILL: Where exactly is the Kern River? I’ve been 
up to Kingsburg and that area. It is north of Bakers- 
field, isn't it? 

MERLE: Well, it runs — I believe it's the Greenhorn 
Mountains — and it runs down through Kernville and 
Isabella. Lake Isabella is on the Kern, and down 
through the Kern Canyon and into Bakersfield and it 


runs out southwest of Bakersfield to a lake out 
there — I believe it's about forty miles southwest 
of Bakersfield and it ends there. It doesn't go to 
the ocean or anything, but there's so much snow 
up there in the mountains that it's a raging river 
all year. 

BILL: Well you said something about you're buying 
some property up there — are you going to build up 
there and retire ог... 
MERLE: This is my plan. 
problem finding land up there. There's only about 
three privately owned pieces of land there on the 
river and Гуе got one possibility I’m pretty sure 
Pm going to be able to get. 

BILL: What is it? Government land? 

MERLE: It's all government lease and the people 
that do have deeded land there, they want to hold 
onto it. It's an ideal place for a home on account 
of the fact there's a new freeway going up there on 
the other side of the river and it will be twenty 
There's no way that anybody 
can build around you because there's too many 


We're having a little 


minutes from town. 


mountains. So, if a guy will stop and think, this is 
a fine place to build a house. 

BILL: Do you find yourself going up to the river 
quite a bit to get ideas for songs or to write? 
MERLE: No, I’ll tell you now. Sometimes on the 
way I get the idea, but after I get there I’m thinking 
about catching that trout. I don’t usually get any 
ideas for songs. 

BILL: Do you carry a little note pad with you when 
you drive? Orcan youretain... 

MERLE: Normally Bonnie — Bonnie Owens, my wife — 
she’s with me most of the time, and she’s the one 
that carrys the pen and pencil. I’m usually driving 
and she keeps one handy. 

BILL: Do you find that — what do you find? That 
you come up with the lyric first or the idea for the 
song and do you have any trouble piecing the melody? 
Start humming along the song and put the lyrics 
later or is it all kind of 

MERLE: You know sometimes — maybe this sounds 
phony, but this is the truth — when I get an idea for 
a song, I usually get — the main part of it will come 
in three or four minutes. I mean the chorus of the 


MERLE HAGGARD 


LIFE-LINE 


song and usually the entire melody will come within 
three or four minutes if it’s going to be a song. I 
get a lot of ideas that don’t materialize of course, 
but the good ones usually come fast. They seem to 
pop into my head, you know, and I look back and 
I say, well where did that come from. It’s kind of 
weird sometime. The song we cut the other day for 
Capitol — I wrote the entire song in about four 
minutes, and I believe it’s one of the best songs 
I’ve ever written. 

BILL: It's amazine, because that was my question 
to you. What was the shortest song you’ve ever 
written and what’s the longest? 

MERLE: Now, I will say that — we'll take Branded 
Man for instance — I wrote the first verse and the 
bridge to Branded Man in a short time. I don’t know, 
an hour or so, and it was four or five months before 
I finally completed the song. I got the other verse 
to it. The last verse sometimes, is hard to write 
for me, but the main verse and the bridge and the 
melody will usually come to me in a matter of minutes. 
BILL: What about Swinging Doors? Did you have a 
feeling — how long did it take you to write that? 
MERLE: We worked on Swinging Doors from about 
Tucson to Los Angeles. 

BILL : That’s a good way to put it. 

MERLE: We were on the way to a recording session, 
we were going to record the next day, and we wrote 
two songs there during that period of time. We 
wrote one that Bonnie did called Living On Your 
Love and Swingin’ Doors that same night, and I 
wrote all except the last couple of lines on Swingin’ 
Doors that night. We finished up the next day. 
BILI.: Do you have any feeling on the record, be- 
cause if I remember right, when it came out, I think 
The Girl Turned Ripe — I think a lot of stations 
went on that side and then made a flip. 

MERLE: Well, ГІІ tell you. The Girl Turned Ripe 
had a similar sound to The Bird of Paradise type 
thing that was hitting during that era and Swingin’ 
Doors was so different — I mean it didn’t have any — 
it had a unique sound that I’d never heard before 
and it caught me unaware. I guess I didn’t realize 
that it was a good sound. [ didn’t want to go on 
that side at all. The song sounded like a good 
country song to me, which it still does, but I finally 
realized why it was a hit. I believe it's on account 
of the fact that anybody can sing it and it's an idea 
that hits anybody that ever walked into a bar room. 
Anybody that's walked into a bar room knows what 
swinging doors are and they go over and punch the 
juke-box and they come back singing with the record. 


It catches — it's easy forthem to sing. 

BILL: Simplicity. Something that they can whistle 
or hum along to. This is the thing that people look 
for in the business and if you knew the answer or 
how it comes about, I guess everybody that sings 
would be selling number one records. But they 
always say find the song, the song for you and this 
was the song. Апа you were not too impressed with 
it yourself other than it was so different and yet it 
was the onething that the public now identifies you 
with which now brought Merle Haggard to the surface, 
who had been recording for so long and had successes, 
but nothing to this extent on a nationwide basis. 
MER LE: It’s kind of like somebody showing you the 
right highway. After you get on the right road it's 
not hard to find the town you're looking for. It's 
kind of the same thing - they had to show me that 
that was the sound for me, I guess. It was the 
biggest record I’ve had so it wasn’t hard for me to 
go from there and cut another record that sounded 
like Swingin’ Doors. 

BILL: The Strangers. Why don’t you tell us about 
the group — you have your own group. Do you travel 
with them consistently? 

MERLE: Right. We have a group that I might say 


Merle with interviewer Bill Thompson 


that I feel is one of the best groups in the country, 
and I started — about the time Swingin’ Doors came 
out — I started trying to piece a group together and 
its took me over a year to get the ones that I wanted 
and we do use the same musicians on the road that 
we use on the records. That makes a lot of differ- 
ence. Each and every one of them I think is a pro 
on his own instrument and as a group they’re wonder- 
ful. I’m very proud of them. 

BILL: Who is it composed of? Maybe you could 
fill us in and just... 

MERLE: Well we have Roy Nichols on the guitar. 
He’s an old pro — when I say old pro, he’s a pro, 
he’s been around several years. He’s played with 
such names as Lefty Frizzell, Wynn Stewart, and I 
think he started out as a kid with Rose Maddox. 
The Maddox Brothers and Rose several years ago. 
BILL: How did you find him? 

MERLE: Well, Roy worked in Bakersfield with the 
Cousin Herb Show — television show there for three 
or four years and before I ever got into the business 
professionally I knew Roy, because I was interested 
in Country Music at that time, but I just wasn’t 
doing anything. I always said, if I ever have a band 
of my own, that’s the guitar player I want, Roy 


Nichols. Then I went to work for Wynn Stewart, and 
he was playing in the same band with Wynn at that 
time in Las Vegas. His group kind of disbanded 
and that’s about the time I started to piece one 
together and I hired Roy. 

BILL: Do you have anyone else from Wynn’s Group? 
MERLE: Well, for a while I had Helen Price on the 
drums. Helen worked with Wynn for several years 
аба <s ж 

BILL: That must be а sight to behold in the first 
place. To have a gal drummer! 

MERLE: Yes, I’ll tell you, Helen is one of the 
finest drummers around. But it 
creates a lot of problems on the road with a girl and 
five guys. You have to rent more rooms and this is 
the reason that Helen didn’t stay with us. It was 
just too much of а hassle. 

BILL: You don’t find many gals in the business. 
Like Marion Hall. Are you familiar with her? She 
plays steel. She used to be on Town Hall Party. 
She was working Disneyland this summer with Ray 
Riggs and his Group and it was quite unusual to 
walk in there and see a steel guitar player, a gal. 
Not that they can’t do it, but you just don’t expect 
it and I believe she’s the only one I know of, as we 
say, in captivity. Who else makes up The Strangers? 
MERLE: On the steel guitar — Pll answer your 
other question — you asked me who else had worked 
with Wynn, we had Ralph Mooney on the road with us 
for a while, and Ralph just couldn’t stand to be away 
from home, so we had to let Ralph go home, and now 
we have on the steel guitar Norman Hamlet. A guy 
that has worked the valley area, Bakersfield for 
‚several years, and he plays much like Ralph. They 
both — in fact on a lot of records, when they can’t 
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find Ralph they use Norman and you can hardly tell 
the difference. He’s pretty close to Ralph, a real 
fine fellow. Then we have George French ог the 
piano who’s another veteran of country music, and on 
the drums we have Eddie Burroughs who I think is 
one of the finest drummers around, and of course 
on the bass and doing the harmony and what comedy 
work we have, Jerry Ward. He’s the first one we 
hired and I always tell the crowd that Jerry’s the 
reason we call the band the Strangers but, of course, 
it’s not really that way. The Strangers were named 
from the record we had called Strangers, and that 
about sums it up, about the band. 

BILL: I noticed in the last session, when you were 
cutting Branded Man — the album — Tommy Collins 
was featured. Do ycu travel — does Tommy travel 
with you quite a bit? I know he’s from Bakersfield 
and. << » 

MERLE: Tommy and I are great friends and we’ve 
done a lot of traveling together. We worked the 
Buck Owens Show for the best part of a year, and 
I’ve helped Tommy on his sessions when he recorded 
here in California. I believe he records in Nash- 
ville now. It’s kind of like, you scratch my back 
and I'll scratch yours, when we need an extra instru- 
ment on the session, which is usually an open string 
guitar, We used to swap off quite a bit. Now 
Tommy’s on the road and I’m on the road, and it 
don’t happen too much any more. 

BILL: He’s such a fine guy. There’s so many nice 
guys in the business, but I have to say that he’s — 
the title of the nice guy.... 

MERLE: Yessir. A sincerely nice guy. 

BILL: He's got a lot of talent too. It’s good to 
see him and — going back to the song that started 
it off for you, Swingin’ Doors, Tommy is a frustrated 
ballad singer. I think he’d like to do ballads, but 
he’s got himself into a niche of comedy material 
that he can’t break away from. And you were able 


to make a switch into a sound which everybody’s 
Get that right record. Get that 
commercial sound that the people will go out and 
buy and not just listen to. I think he’s got one going 
now in this Big Dummy, and he wrote a tremendous 
song which is featured on your new album Branded 
Man, and that’s the Prison Band, which knocks us 
out here, and as I mentioned earlier, that this song 
is being played two or three times in a shift by 
George Richey and Bob Kingsley and it just knocks 
us out. It’s a wild song. 

MERLE : Tommy brought that song to me, and was 
just jumping up and down. You know Tom, he says, 
"Ive got a song’’, and he played that thing for me 


looking for now. 


and I laughed and I couldn’t quit laughing. Funniest 
thing I ever heard. 

BILL: Old two time Tom, and — it's a great song. 
I think on that — maybe something that people don’t 
know — Bonnie is doing the harmony on that and 
also you use Glen, don’t you? 


MERLE: Glen Campbell. Right. I think that — I 


would like to say that I think that Glen Campbell — 
I don't think I’ve ever met an entertainer, musician 
or a singer, anybody that knocks me out like Glen 
Campbell, I think he's — he's easy at the top of my 
list. The greatest. 

BILL: He's an all-around talent, I’ll tell you that. 
Let’s go back to 1963. This song, you say has an 
unusual story behind it. This is a song written by 
Wynn Stewart. A scng called Sing Me A Sad Song. 
How did you come about to record it? 

MERLE: Well, there is a story behind that song Bill. 
I worked — as I was saying a while ago — I worked 
with Wynn Stewart forthe best part of a year in Las 
Vegas. I was bass man and singer, and Wynn had 
this song and I had yet to record, and I was wanting 
to vety bad, and the only reason that I hadn’t re- 
corded was because of material. I just didn’t have 
any material, and so Wynn wrote this song called 
Sing Me A Sad Song, and he did it around the club 
there for I guess two or three months. It knocked 
everybody out and I begged him for the song, but he 
was going to do it himself and I couldn't get him to 
give me the song. One night we came to work and 
just before we started I told Wynn, I said Wynn 
would you make me a star if it was in your power to 
do so? If you could, would you make me a star in 
Country Music?’’ His mouth fell open and he said, 
"Well, sure I would." Wynn’s a fine guy, you know, 
he’d do anything in the world for anybody. I said 
“All you have to do is give me this song.” He said 
"What song?" I said ''Sing Me A Sad Song. Let 
me have it, let me record it and you’ll make me a 
star, Wynn.’ He kind of laughed and he said "Well, 
you got me". He said The Song’s yours". So we 
did the song and it was the first we had that went 
into the national charts. 

BILL : This was back on the Tally label. Tally — 
wasn't Fuzzy Owens involved in this? 

MERLE: Right, Fuzzy was the oniy guy in the world 


that had any faith in me, I guess back then, and we 
worked together in tbe clubs in Bakersfield and 
Fuzzy had this record label that had had a couple of 
hit records on it and he kind of — well let's see. 
He had Wally Lewis, and he had the Kathleen record 
which was on Tally, and then Wally left tte label and 
the label kind of went dead for a while, and when I 
met Fuzzy there was nothing doing with Tally. But 
Fuzzy — like I say — he had faith in me, and invest- 
ed quite a bit of money and we recorded the sad 
song record here. Fuzzy was the A&R man and the 
owner of the company and — actually you fight a 
big battle with a small label distribution wise, and 
we never got a penny. I don’t think Fuzzy. did 
either. I didn’t. I say I don’t believe Fuzzy got a 
dime out of the record because of the distributors. 
They — you send them a record on an unknown label 
by an unknown artist and they figure — the first 
thing they figure, if it’s a hit the guy’s going to go 
to a bigger label and this label isn’t going to have 
anything to follow it up, so why should we pay. 
They’ve got no reason to pay and the only way you 
can get your money is to take off and get a collection 
agency in every town ora lawyeror... 

BILL: And you wind up losing money in the long run. 
MERLE: Right. We didn’t make any money at all 
on this one or — I think we made a little bit on the 
Strangers record because we didn’t go to a bigger 
label like they figured we would, and we had three 
or fourreleases on Tally and they began to notice 
Tally and my name became familiar with them a 
little bit and like I say — we made three or four 
records and the Strangers thing went into the top 
five — I think it made number four in Billboard — 
along with Roy Drusky. Roy Drusky had a cover 
record on that one. In fact we had several cover 
records, but then, about the time we had them built 
up and they thought we were going to stay on Tally, 
then we went to Capitol. 


BILL: So you tricked them, you got them. I like 
this record — from now on all my friends are going 
to be strangers — and sometimes when I’m on the 


air I get a little facetious and sort of tie it into that 
new Scope mouthwash and say I know why. This 
one was written by Liz Anderson. She’s quite a 
She comes through with some pretty 
good songs. How did you happen to get the song 
from Liz? Did she bring it to you and say “This is 
your type of song, or did you hear it... 

MERLE: This has a little story behind it. Liz 
Anderson — I kind of feel like I discovered her, the 
only person in the business that I had anything to 
do with, maybe helped them. She helped me and I 
helped her, but I was working a personal appearance 


songwriter. 


in the Sacramento area and Liz came out to the show 
and introduced herself - her and her husband Casey 
— and invited us to come over to the house after the 
show for breakfast, and said they had some songs 
they wanted us to hear, and I’d been in the business 
long enough to have experience with several song 
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writers that didn’t know anything about songwriting, 
and I was — in fact, I probably never would have 
gone over but my brother was there and my brother 
talked me into going over to Liz’s house. Because 
Бе didn’t know anything about the business and he 
said “Well, she might have something", and I said 
"Okay." We went over and I sat down in the chair 
in Liz’s front room and for one solid hour I heard 
nothing but hit songs. I was just flabbergasted. 
She sang songs like The Worst Is Yet To Come and 
Just Between The Two Of Us and My Friends Are 
Going To Be Strangers, In The Middle Of Nowhere, 
all of them, just one right after another, and — like 
I say — I just couldn't believe it. After all the 
songs were sung, I said Well, sing me that one 
about the fingers again." So she went back and 
sang it for me and that was the one that seemed to 
stand out to me the most. She said It's yours,“ and 
we cut it and I think she said there's been something 
like twenty or thirtyrecords on the song, which means 
it was a good song. All the major artists I believe, 
have cut it in albums at one time or another. 

BILL: Well, you had an ear, you must say. 

MERLE: Vell, I was proud that I was able to rec- 
ognize the song as a hit, and of course this brought 
recognition for Liz, and she eventually moved to 
Nashville and 

BILL: She's back here now, isn't she, living back 
in Sacramento? 

MERLE: No, she's still in Nashville. There was 
a rumor going around that she was going to come 
back, but I guess she decided to stay and she's 
down there among the ranks of the big songwriters 
now and.... ; 

BILL: She’s doing quite well. 

MERLE: Doing real well. 

BILL: Merle Haggard singing Liz Anderson. A song 
he discovered out of her when she was living in 
Sacramento, and now she’s living down in Nashville, 
living along music-writers row you might call it, and 
doing quite well. Her daughter’s just recently been 
signed with Lawrence Welk and doing very well, 
and it’s quite a good thingfor country music to have 
her on the show. Another song you came up with 
out of the Liz Anderson collection you recorded with 
your wife Bonnie, Just Between The Two Cf Us. 
When did this come about? 

MERLE: Well, that was the same night Bill, we 
took both songs the same evening and we had decid- 
ed to — we had planned to do an album of duets 
which a lot of the people were doing at that time. 
Roy Drusky and Priscilla Mitchell and George and 
Melba . 

BILL: Melba, and Margie Singleton and Faron 
Young and.... 

MERLE: Ernest Tubb and Loretta Lynn I think 
were doing — anyway we had planned to do an album 
and this fit the thing so well and it was a good title 
for the album and everything. 
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Well you have such a great blending of 


voices, I have to compare you to — to bring up 
people that really blend together like George and 
Melba. I think Melba by herself has to have the 
tight type of song and George not necessarily. They 
work so well together. I’ve noticed this with you 
and Bonnie. Your voices kind of counteract each 
others and you come up with this smooth blend. 
MERLE: We — I might say the trio — Glen, Connie 
and I have been nominated this year for singing 


group.... 

BILL: In the national awards. The CMA, which I 
think is great. 

MERLE: I had to stop and think about it, but I 


guess we are a group and we were very pleased to 
hear that. 

BILL: Just Between The Two Of Us, another Liz 
Anderson song showing a great blending of voices 
in Merle Haggard and Bonnie Cwens there. Merle 
let’s move along. First of all — and I don’t think we 
have covered this — and that is, how did — how did 
it all come about? You said you were born in Bakers- 
field, were you — had you always been interested 
in Country Music? 


MERLE: Always, Bill. As long as I can remember 
the sound of Country Music was my favorite sound. 
Wher I was a child, the WSM had a syndicated radio 
show — at that time it wasn’t syndicated — I believe 
it was network. They came on every Saturday even- 
ing at 7:30 and that was a show that we looked for- 
ward to every week. 

BILL: Was that the Grand Ole Opry? 

MERLE: The Grand Ole Opry show — and I guess 
this is the first time I remember hearing Country 
Music was on the WSM show, the Grand Ole Opry. 
George Hay and I guess Red Foley had it for a while, 
but I used to get an old guitar down. It had about 
three strings on it and I would beat it so loud that 
everybody in the house couldn't hear the Grand Ole 
Оргу. But I've always been interested in Country 
Music and I lived in Bakersfield where Country 
Music is strong, and we had people like Cousin Herb 
Henson that had a TV show that I believe lasted 
longer than any other daily TV show in the history 
of television. It was a five day show that lasted 
for ten years. And that's a lot of shows. 

BILL: It sure is. What was the first big break for 
you? Were you with Tally? Was that it? Was that 
your first recording session? 

MERLE: 1 would say that the first big break was 
going with Wynn Stewart in Las Vegas. This was a 
club that had national recognition at the time and 
all the musicians were aware of the club, and being 
in Vegas they always came by, names like Jim Reeves 
and Hank Thompson. There was always some big 
name coming by the club. Then we came by the 
song — Sing Me А Sad Song — and you know, it kind 
of stemmed around Wynn Stewart and Fuzzy Owen — 
the people that helped me. 

BILL: Going on to another song to bring us up to 


about 1964, here’s Tommy Collins. He’s a great 
writer and a play on words, a song called Sam Hill. 
Its rather novel, have you got anything to say about 
this particular song? 

MERLE: Well, I don’t know where Tommy came up 
with the idea for this song.... 

BILL: It’s an expression, but I think it’s used a 
little bit differently here. 

MERLE: Yes, it’s definitely that’s where the thing 
came from, but what made him think of it, I don’t 
know. But he came over to the house one morning 
and just jumping up and down, and he said he had 
a song and Johnny Cash wanted to do it, but if you’ll 
do it, it's yours. Апа so 

BILL: Does he always jump up and down when he 
gets a good one? 
MERLE: Oh, yes. 
nobody gets any more excited over a good record or 


Tommy gets excited -- there’s 


a good song, and it doesn’t make ary difference 
whether it’s his or somebody elses. This is one of 
the guys in the business that really loves the 
He loves Country Music with all his 
heart. He wrote the song called Sam Hill. 

BILL: That's a good question. Tommy Collins 
wrote the song and Merle Haggard featured. What 
in the Sam Hill is going on? That’s a great little 
song, a great play on words. Well we were talking 


business. 


earlier about since the song Swingin’ Doors came 
out you’ve become quite busy and you’re on the road 
quite a bit. Have you written — does anybody pro- 
duce your show. Like you mentioned earlier, the 
comedy and things like that. How did this all 
develop? Do you have somebody that writes material 
or what? 

MERLE: No, Bill, I have a theory that, like — well, 
take for example the Tonight Show with Johnny 
Carson. This is one of the biggest, most popular 
shows of the day, and I believe most of it is com- 
pletely ad-lib. It's a daily thing and — like if it 
was rehearsed it would get old, very quick on account 
of it being an everyday thing. And like on the road, 
you might play the same place two or three times in 
the same year to the same audience and I've got a 
theory — like if they see you the second time you 
come and you do the same thing — well, the third 
time they might not be there. So we do a completely 
ad-lib show. We don’t sing the same songs or we 
don’t do the same songs in the same place, and we 
don’t do the same comedy. And it’s just whatever 
happens, 
audience with this type thing so - there was a time 
when we planned to work up a rehearsed show and 
we did it for a while and the musicians got so tired 
of it, and there was no feeling the music so we 
went back to this ad-libbing. 

BILL: Do you have any problems, or does somebody 
write down or make notes of what you do in a particu- 
lar town so that when you come back there you 
won't.... 


MERLE: No, like I say we just do — maybe we'll 


and it seems — we seem to please the 
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do the same jokes for a week ог so. 


Then I try to 
come up with something different and that way we 
never run into that problem. 


BILL: I can see that. Now you say that you are 
pretty well busy for the next year. They’ve got you 
pretty well booked through.... 

MERLE: Just about completely booked up for next 
year. We’re going to the Far East and we’re going 
to Germany, England, in that area, and the Hawaiian 
Is lands 

BILL: Is this the first time you will have gone out 
of the country with your shows? 

MERLE: With the exception of — well, Alaska is 
the country 

BILL: Out of the continental 

MERLE: Right. Alaskaand — let's see — Canada. 
BILL: Well I imagine .... 

MERLE: This will be the first time overseas actually. 
BILL: I imagine Germany is going to be quite a 
sensation. Germany or Japan, the far east, because 
everybody Гуе talked to on tbis program that has 
played there has said that the audience reaction 
is fantastic. 

MERLE: That’s what they tell me. That country 
music is just as big or bigger in those countries as 
it is in America. ` 

BILL: Well, in Japan for example, they have their 
own Grand Ole Opry. 

MERLE: Right. They say that they have their own 
Hank Williams and their own Johnny Cash and 
people that can actually imitate these people so 
that you can’t tell the difference. 


BILL: Great mimics. Have they imitated you yet? 
Or don’t you know? 
MERLE: I don’t know. This would be quite a 


29 


compliment I would think. 

BILL: To hear yourself in Japanese, though... 
They’ve got to be a sensation. Do you travel — how 
do you travel? Do you like to fly? Or do you have 
a bus, r ч 

MERLE: Oh, we have a bus, and the band travels 
in the bus all the time. I usually fly to the first 
job — say the first job is in Tennessee and if we 
wind up in like New York, well ГІІ fly home, but I 
don't particularly care about flying. I don't know 
much about it. I’m planning to learn to fly — I 
think that would help me if I knew something about it. 
BILL: It’s quite a fascinating thing. I’m a pilot. 
I just got my license not too long ago and I love it. 
It's a great place to escape. I just get up there and.. 
MERLE: The only thing that scares me about flying, 
is like I say, is not being able to control anything 
yourself. I mean like, if something goes wrong, the 


pilot has a heart attach or something, I can't land 
the plane and I feel if I knew how to control one — 
well, I would feel a lot better. 

BILL: It’s really not that hard. It’s like working 
a car once you get used to it. You say you're pretty 
well booked up. Do you allow yourself free time at 
all? In other words, do you allow yourself a couple 
of months off or will you be going twelve months 
out of the year? 

MERLE: We have tried to lay out the next year like 
twenty days on the road and ten days home, but this 
doesn't always hold true. We try to be home a week 
or ten days a month if we can. 

BILL: That really isn’t that mu ch time. Once you 
get back and un- pack and . . .. 

MERLE: Right. It's not very much. I'm tired right 
now — fatigued from the road — I'd like to have a 
month off but there's no month in sight. 

BILL: When you're in demand like this, and it all 
happens at once, you've got to go on with it. You've 
started branching out. I think one of the successes 
in Country Music is when people get into their own 
publishing companies and you've started your own 
publishing company. 

MERLE: Right. I don't write for my own publishing 
company. I write for Bluebook, which is owned by 
Buck Owens, but I have — Jerry Ward has written 
some for my publishing company — actually the comp- 
any isn't active right now, but it's something that 
I plan to make active in later years — years to come. 
BILL: It's a good thing to hold. Let's go back to 
music, to bring it up to date — to 1966. This was 
the followup song to Swingin’ Doors and it was all 
about the bottle. А song that you composed, and it 
sort of has the same sound. What is the idea behind 
this? I’ve often wondered. I’ve never really had 
the chance to ask an artist, is it just capitalizing 
on a good thing — you found something they went 
for ? 

MERLE: Well, it’s just — well say like — I'll use 
for an example Ernest Tubb and the Texas Trouba- 
dors. Ernest has had the same sound for years and 
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when the record comes on, before you ever reach the 
vocal area you know it's Ernest Tubb. Right now, 
today, Ernest Tubb is probably the top three or four 


draws in country music. But then you take — I 
won't mention anybody specifically — but you take 
some of the big artists — I can name some artists 


that have had twenty or thirty hits but when the 
record comes on you don't know who they are and 
they don't draw no crowds. And this is the reason 
for trying to keep a sound — keep the same sound. 
BILL: That was the follow-up to Swingin' Doors. 
Then your music took an interesting twist. You got 
out from behind the bars and the bottles and you 
became a chased man with a song called The Fugi- 
tive which you picked up from Casey and Liz Ander- 
son. Did they write this song for you? Or was this 
another one that they had in their collection? 
MERLE: Well, Liz, I think she had me in mind. 
She claims she did and she came to another show in 
Sacramento and she brought me this song and I had 
this song for over a year before it was finally re- 
leased. I cut the song once in Nashville, and then 
we cut it again in California. 

BILL: You didn't like the sound you came up with 
in Nashville 

MERLE: Well, it wasn't that I didn't like it, it was 
the fact that it sounded like maybe a Johnny Darrell 
or Bobby Bare record 

BILL: Must of had the sameness in sound. This 15 
unusual because most people say that I want to go 
to Nashville to record because they've got a sound 
that I want. There are a few people like Billy Mize 
and Buck Owens and yourself that say I don't need 
Nashville, we've got just as good a sound, just as 
good musicians, here on the coast. 

MERLE: Well, I won't put it quite that harsh. I 
think Nashville has a great sound and there are 
people back there that record with their own groups 
and things, that I think have as good — a unique 
sound as anybody, but I wanted a sound of my own. 
Like on Swingin' Doors and Bottle Let Me Down, we 
had something going there and I wanted to try Nash- 
ville and I tried it, and we came out with the Nash- 
vile sound but it wasn't Merle Haggard. I felt we 
could get a Merle Haggard sound on the record. 
BILL: You were able to do that. We're out of time 
Merle, and we want to thank you for coming by be- 
cause I know your hectic schedule has kept you 
quite busy and I know we've been after you a couple 
of times and we haven't been able to work it in. 
But I'm sure that we are, because as I say, I think 
you are going to be one of the super-stars in the 
business. You've got so much potential and you're 
doing so well and you've got such а great sound. 


MERLE: Well Bili, I want to thank you personally 
and the entire staff here at KGBS wish you all the 
luck in the world with the station and I know you 
don't need that, but I want to say that I appreciate 
every play and all the fans, I want to say that I 
appreciate them also. Thank you very, very much. 
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The Wynn Stewart story goes back quite a long 
way. Wynn started singing at the age of, who knows, 
except maybe his mother. 

Living on a farm with his parents and two young- 
er sisters in Willand, Missouri, he wanted to play the 
guitar so badly that he taught himself. His first 
public performance was in church when he sang a 
solo one Sunday while his aunt Leota accompanied 
him on the piano. He was about five or six at the 
time. While learning the guitar he was inspired by 
the hymns he sang and still is. 

At that tender young age his favorites were Eddy 
Arnold, Moon Mulligan, Hank Thompson, Tommy 
Duncan, Tex Ritter, and Redd Stewart. Today he has 
broadened that to include anyone that sings country 
music — including Ray Charles. 


At the age of sixteen he signed a recording 
contract with Intro Records and three years later 
moved to Capitol. His recordings for Capitol in- 
cluded Waltz ef the Angels, Keeper of the Keys, 
Hold Back Tomorrow, You Took Her Off My Hands, 
and more. 

Wynn left Capitol when he was asked by Joe John- 
son, one of his oldest and closest friends, to record 
for Challenge Records. Out of his association with 
Challenge came Above and Beyond, Wishful Think- 
ing, Big Big Love, One More Memory, Loversville, 
Another Day Another Dollar, I Done Done It, Playboy, 
and many more including a hit duet with Jan Howard 
called Wrong Company. 

For a while the home of Wynn Stewart was the 
marquee of the Nashville Nevada Club in Downtown 
Las Vegas. Wynn designed, named, and helped 
build it into a worldwide center for country music in 
the entertainment capital of the world. He says that 
much of the credit for the success of the club goes 
to the band he had with him at the time, which in- 
cluded such stars as Ralph Mooney, Bob Nichols, 
Helen Price, Bobby Austin, Jim Pierce, Merle Hag- 
gard, George French and Norm Owens. 


After a very successful stint at the Nashville 
Nevada, Wynn decided that to become a successful 
artist necessitated traveling and meeting new friends. 
He very reluctantly left the club hoping the new 
owners would keep it ''country''. 

Ken Nelson of Capitol Records asked Wynn to 
re-join the label and out of the Capitol studios came 
such hits as Shamarie, I Keep Forgetting, Half of 
This and Half of That and more. 

Sometime in early 1967 Wynn Stewart recorded a 
song for Capitol called It’s Such a Pretty World 
Today. Capitol, and surely not Wynn, had the premon- 
ition to predict what this record would do. It wasn’t 
long before it had zoomed to the top of the charts. 
A national #1 record. What the record industry people 
call a Smash. 

Wynn followed with Casue I Have You and then 
Loves Gonna Happen to Me, which has every indica- 
tion of being a #1 record. 


From farm boy to international recording star in 
just a short time, the future looks bright for him, 
and as anybody that has ever met Wynn will say, 
nobody is more deserving. 
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L.—R. — Merle Haggard, Wynn, Biff Collie, Jerry Wallace, Bob Kingsley. 


Wynn with his Band at a recent personal appearance. 


BACKSTAGE 


By Jim Harris 


Walking down Music Row in Nashville, one comes 
to the Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum. 
Buried down in the basement of the Hall of Fame is 
the executive offices of the Country Music Associa- 
tion. Many people have gone down to the offices, 
asked for the boss, and were surprized to see a 
woman come and greet them. The name is confusing, 
because in this case Jo stands for Josephine. 

Mrs. Charles Floyd Walker, known to thousands 
throughout the industry as just “Jo'", is executive 
director of the powerful Country Music Association. 

Jo became a part of the CMA on December 8, 
1958, when it was still in it’s infant state. Originally 
hired as office manager, she moved into the executive 
directors position upon the resignation of Harry 
Stone, who filled the post for less than a year, leav- 
ing in December 1959. Since that time Jo has watch- 
ed the CMA grow from nine directors, six officers, 
230 indicudal members, and no organizational mem- 
bers, to 24 directors, 12 officers, membership of over 
1700 individuals and many organizational members. 


Jo recalls in February of 1960 when the CMA 


was almost broke with something like $700 in the. 
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JO WALKER 


bank. Realizing that benefit shows would no longer 
support the organization, she expected a motion to 
disband the association, when Connie B. Gay told 
of a recent trip he had taken and found nothing but 
good signs for country music. It was the spark that 
was needed. Steve Sholes told of the upswing of 
country records sales on RCA Victor. As о means 
to raise immediate needed funds, the organizational 
members were asked to pay their dues early. They 
all agreed, and from that time on, CMA has never 
moved backward. 

Born in Olinda, Tennessee, Jo went to high 
school there and attended Peabody College and 
Lamberth College at Jackson, Tennessee. |t was at 
that time that long-time friend Betty Boles played 
the first of two important parts of her life. Betty 
introduced her to Charles (Smokey) Warren, who was 
president WKDA. She and Smokey were married in 
October of 1954, and were the proud parents of a 
daughter, Michelle, when Smokey was killed in a 
tragic motorcycle accident recently. 

Once again Betty Boles played an important part 
in the life of Jo Walker. It was she that suggested 
to “D” Kilpatrick, one of the CMA selection com- 
mittee members, about the open position of office 
manager. Kilpatrick referred her to Hubert Long, and 
on their recommendation, she was hired. 

Jo recalls, how the early days of the CMA were 
constant struggles for survival. The organization 
had its birth at the 1958 disc jockey convention, as 
it was then called, prospective members were con- 
tacted, plans were drawn up, and a charter was 
obtained from the State of Tennessee. From thcit 
day, to the present, CMA has made tremendous 
strides forward, fully supporting it’s claim as the 
most powerful trade organization in the world. 

The Country Music Association has seen the 
tremendous growth of the industry, the founding and 
construction of the Hall of Fame and Museum, the 
international acceptance of its product, and the 
becoming of Nashville as the center of it all. Right 
there in the drivers seat is Jo Walker. 
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Cheryl Pool 


A recent song on the charts had a theme implying 
that a man can’t make it without a woman. Now, 
most men would violently disagree with that, until 
they see the girl that wrote and sings the song. One 
glimpse at Cheryl Pool and the thinking changes 
immediately. 

This petite little brownette is making a big im- 
pression in country music as anyone that has heard 
her records or seen her perform will verify. 

Born in Tyler, Texas on October 21, 1948, she 
followed in the footsteps of many entertainers in 
that she started singing at the tender age of thirteen, 
performing at local places such as Panther Hall in 
Fort Worth, and the Big ‘‘D’’ Jamboree in Dallas. 

Many entertainers play local clubs all their life, 
not because they don’t have the talent, but because 
they never get brought to the attention of someone 
that can shape their career. In many cases, the 
entertainer is ‘‘discovered’’, not necessarily by 
someone from a record company, but by another 
entertainer. 

In Cheryl’s case, it was another entertainer in 
the form of Nat Stuckey. Nat saw her sing and was 
so impressed he arranged an introduction to his 
personal manager, Frank Page, who was also direc- 
tor of the famed Louisiana Hayride. Frank heard 
her, liked her, and signed her as a regular. 

Cheryl couldn’t believe that she was actually 
singing on the same stage that had served such art- 
ists as Johnny Cash, Elvis Presley and Hank Wil- 
liams. She was far from home and it looked like she 
would be going farther when she was signed to a 
long term recording contract by Paula Records of 
Shreve port, Louisiana. 

Paula Records and Frank Page immediately 
mapped out her career with a master plan designed to 
make her a star. Her first release was Throwing 
In The Crying Towel’’ b/w Every Chance You Get”, 
both of which were penned by Nat. 

Enjoying a good measure of success with her 
first release, she followed with a couple of songs 
she had written herself. ‘‘Heart Trouble’’ b/w 
"His Wife". This record brought her national recog- 
nition and earned her a nomination for Most Promising 
Female Vocalist in one of the nationwide polls. 

From then it was one success after another lead- 
ing right up to her latest record and biggest hit to 
date There's Got To Be A Woman Too" b/w ‘‘Sec- 
ond Hand Girl’’. Both of them were written by Cheryl. 

Cheryl seems to attract success like a magnet. 
Recent appearances include the Chris Lane hosted 
American Swing Around and a stint at the famed 
Golden Nugget in fabulous Las Vegas, where she 
appeared with Nat Stuckey and the Sweet Thangs. 
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Nat is one of her biggest supporters and never 
ceases to talk about her to friends every chance he 
gets. He says she sings with a soul that is not 
very representative of a 5'2" 19 year old girl. He 
also adds that for such a small girl, she sure has 
a big future. 

Рег ambition, she says, is to appear on the 
Grand Ole Opry and become one of the top country 
music performers. A pretty big ambition for such a 
little girl, but when one has the talent, looks and 
personality of Cheryl, it isn’t so big. 

If there has to be a woman too” we would just 
as soon it be Cheryl Pool. 


DURWARD ERWIN 


A newcomer to the field of Country and Western 
Music, DURWARD ERWIN is singing out to the re- 
ception of his many and ever-increasing number of 
fans with a voice and style so unique that it defies 
comparison. Disc jockeys from all parts of the 
nation are responding to Canary Record Co. with 
requests that they be placed on the mailing list to 
receive all future releases by this most promising 
nev: recording artist. 

With only three single record releases to date, 
all have made the top 50 lineup on station play lists. 
From the time of his first record release "SO MUCH 
TOO MUCH” b/w “YOU BROKE MY HEART”, 
Emerald Record Company of Belfast, Ireland, has 
pressed all of his songs on their label for sale and 
distribution abroad. Subsequent releases are MORE 
THAN YOU KNOW” b/w “I’M SORRY FOR THE 
ONE” and his recent smash ‘Һс’ A GIRL NAMED 
SORROW” b/w CAPTURE IT" which is receiving 
a tremendous amount of airplay all across the nation. 

DURWARD just recently returned from Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, where he completed the final 
numbers for his first LP which will be ready for 
release toward the end of January 1968. Не does 
all of his recording at the Fred Foster Studios to a 
luxurious session of strings, piano, drum and guitar 
and is backed vocally by the new "NASHVILLE 
SOUNDS” formerly known as the original Anita Kerr 
Singers. His records are of top-notch quality. 

In his rich, full and audible voice, he does jus- 
tice to any song, ranging from a slow, intense love 
ballad to a fast moving upbeat with a carefree and 
lilting swing. His unique phrasing and placing of 
emphasis on the lyrics as well as his clear enun- 
ciation of them are outstanding. He sings with soul- 
ful expression and sincerity regardless of tempo. 

In addition to the ever increasing popularity of 
his records, this affable clean-living, fun-loving 
recording artist can become a one man show with 
just his guitar and special style of showmanship. 
He has made many live radio and personal appear- 


ances. On November 24, 1967 he was among the 
celebrities of the annual Christmas Parade sponsored 
by the San Jose Chamber of Commerce and entered 
by the Country and Western Music Promoters’ Organ- 
ization of Northern California. The following night 
he shared the bill with Tex Ritter and Kay Adams 
at the Corral Club in San, Jose, California. 

He was born May 9, 1937 on a farm in Rumsey, 
Kentucky, where he attended school and from the 
age of 12, had to assume full responsibility for work- 
ing their farm. In 1955, he joined the U. S. Navy 
and while serving at the U. S. Naval Air Station, 
Moffett, Field, California, began singing and playing 
the guitar. Upon receiving his discharge, he estab- 
lished residence on the West Coast and presently 
lives in Palo Alto, California. It was his personal 
manager, Mrs. Muriel Less, whom he later came in 
contact with via the Teamster’s Union, that was 
first to recognize his potential as a vocalist. They 
later joined with Earl Miles in the formation of 
Canary Record Company, Redwood City, California, 
which features exclusively Country and Western 
artists. 

DURWARD is 5'9" tall, weighs 165 lbs., has 
brown wavy hair and green eyes, and he is single. 
His hobbies are both snow and water skiing, golf, 
and archery. His most prized possessions are his 
guitar, outboard motor boat and Austin Healy auto- 
mobile. 

There is a steady influx of letters to Canary 
Record Co. reporting of the noteworthy listener 
response to his records. Many predict that he is 
destined to become one of the most accepted and 
renowned entertainers in the field of Country and 
Western Music. 
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Marvin Hoerner (right) presents Johnny Barton a special 
award from the Colo. Country Music Festival. Taken on 
the set of Cornbelt Country Style T.V. show. 


Duane Campbell, one of the newest members of “Uncle 
John's Gang'' sings a lot like Jimmy Newman, а little 
like Ray Price, and even more like Duane Campbell. 


Salutes.. Wow 


By MARY ANN COOPER 


Hundreds of radio stations now program C&W 

Music exclusively and it's supposed to be a relative- 

ly "'new" trend. Near the center of Illinois is a 

powerful 5,000 watter that could boast of having 

served its listeners the best in country records and 

live music since 1950! SEVENTEEN years, and if 

there is another radio station in the U.S.A. who has 

Pretty Miss Mary Blue brightens up the TV screen. Here programmed full-time C&W longer, speak up. Current- 


she is seen performing with the Sangamon Valley Boys ly ‘Country Musi “fe”? ; 
ic Life” believes that W.H.O.W. 
while Buford Kallikat dreamingly watches from the haystack. y y н 


Clinton, Illinois, must hold the record on this, as 
the oldest in the business. 

The truth is, the wonderful folks at W.H.O.W. 
aren’t boastful about it ard perhaps nine-tenths of 
its listeners (scattered thru-out most of Illinois, 
parts of Indiana, Missouri and other states) don’t 
even realize they listen to a pioneer in the enter- 
tainment field. To them, WHOW’s just ‘‘always been 
there 

However, yours truly, is going to boast about 
them. I don't remember exactly when I started tuning 
in to the 1520 spot on the dial, but it was one of 
my luckiest days. I didn’t even know such a thing 
existed where you could actually watch the guys and 
gals perform in person that you hear on records. I 
didn’t know that there were a lot of other people 
right in Central Illinois (and eventually, all over the 
United States and Canada) I would be meeting who 


The Arkansas Travelers: regular features on all of Uncle 
John’s shows. 


“Mr. Country Mus ic“ of Central Illinois 
Uncle Johnny Barton 


loved country music like I was learning to. I was 
still in grade school! A request program struck me 
as being something interesting and yours truly was 
writing fan letters to disc jockies! The first time I 
attended one of the ‘‘stage shows’’ advertised over 
WHOW, just about the biggest surprise of my life 
came when people I had never seen before came up 
and asked if I was Mary Ann Cooper, after asking 
around for someone to point me out. Names were 
recognizable all over the place then and in years 
following, as I knew their names too . . . all from a 
little radio request show. Truthfully I can give 
WHOW the credit and thanks forthe start of a won- 
derful world of country music I now find myself 
living in almost 24% hours a day. It would take the 
whole magazine to list names of other followers of 
WHOW who can say the same thing . . . thanks for 
ALL the friendships you are responsible for, along 
with the music! 

JOHNNY BARTON has been with WHOW as long 
as we’ve listened. A Kentucky born gentleman, 
"Uncle John’’ is best recognized by his jovial laugh. 
Who has stopped to wonder if Johnny ever has a bad 
day, when he never gives anyone on the other end of 
the air waves any reason to believe he could be any- 
thing but happy each day? He has his sad moments 
though, as any human being. John is head of the 
WHOW Talent Agency and books his popular C&W 
acts thru-out the area and as far away as Northern 
Iowa. Just say Uncle John’s Gang Is Coming To 
Town’’ and so will lots of country music fans! He’s 
host of a television show seen over several channels 
in the state now going into its third season, CORN- 
BELT COUNTRY STYLE. The show began as a 
tadio program five years ago, on Saturday mornings. 
It’s still going — every Saturday morning — all Sat- 
urday morning! 

D.J.'s (except Johnny Barton and newsmar-an- 
nouncer Bill Ward) change too quickly to even write 
a magazine article as is true with most radio stations. 
Perhaps their two former D.J.’s who are best known 
are Jack Reno who is deejaying currently with a 
Peoria radio station and heard on Nashville radio 
with singing commercials, and John Hartford, one 
of RCA Victor’s top recording artists and writer of 
"Gentle On My Mind’’. 

More C&W artists should recognize the power of 
WHOW. Entertainers can’t really expect to always 
see a crowd at their performances if WHOW doesn’t 
advertise the show . . . they shouldn't expect their 
record to sell if WHOW doesn't have it to play... 
at least NOT in these pars where the friendly sta- 
tion is known as the Midwest Capitol Of Country 
Music. Few artists haven't heard of WHOW though 
and its studios have been blessed with in person 
visits from such people as Loretta Lynn, Bobby 
Levis, Billy Grammer, Dottie West, Le Roy Van 
Dyke, and other top names. 

COUNTRY MUSIC LIFE is proud to salute 
W.H.O.W., champions of country music radio. 
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THE GOSPEL TRAIL 


Continued 


"Bobby Parrish In Concert’’ show, assisted by Dave 
Finn and The James Sisters, with a dramatic pres- 
entation of These Hands". Although noted as a 
country-pop entertainer, Bobby always includes 
religious numbers on his shows. It is youngsters 
like Bobby Parrish who are furthering the blessing 
of this music. It might be a good idea if some of 
the so-called ‘old pros’ in country music look over 
their shoulders and listen to the ‘youngsters’, and 
hear what they are singing. 

World wide tape clubs are building across the 
nation . . . and gospel music is always featured by 
each club. We are proud to do segments for twoof 
these clubs. They are too numerous to mention here 
but if you wish further information on them, drop me 
a card at P.O. Box 99, Amboy, Illinois and I'll send 
you the desired information. These people, many 
through their own expense, are doing an outstanding 
job in furthering gospel and country music. You can 
never praise these people enough for all their tire- 
less efforts. 

Those are but a few of the many people who 
tichly deserve all praise that comes their way. 
Words are never enough . . . but, it is the only way 
I have to give a sincere thanks for bringing the 
‘richness of blessings’ through gospel music. 

Until next month . . . take care and God Bless. 


WEST COAST NOTES 


Continued 


Southern California’s favorite son, Glen Camp- 
bell, recently played to SRO crowds at Bill Thomp- 
son’s Cisco’s club in Manhattan Beach. One of the 
most fantastic country singers and entertainers to 
come along in a long time, Glen is, for the benefit 
of those of you that haven’t seen him, every bit the 
entertainer we say he is. 

I firmly believe that KGBS’s Ron Erwin is one of 
the greatest ad-libers I’ve ever seen. Some of his 
sayings on the air really fracture me. At the Johnny 
Cash show he spent fifteen minutes rehearsing his 
introductory speech for the Carter Family, and then 
got out on stage and promptly blew it. What did he 
say? Why, he quoted Charlie Brown, They're 
going to kill me for this.” 


NORTHWEST NOTES 


Continued 


mail headed Dino’s way real soon! Also, remember 
to watch the NBC-TV Special all about Country 
Music, which is to be on the “tube” this month. 
Some of the filming was done in Nashville during 
the Convention last October, and the program should 
prove to be most interesting. 

There is a record which has been out for about 
three or four months that I have wanted to mention 
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before, so guess I'll do so right now. It is by Ernie 
Rowell on the Blue Creek label, The top side of 
the waxing is a song titled “Itchy Fingers”. But 
I think you will like both sides of the disk, especial- 
ly if you are a western-swing fan, (and who isn’t?) 
Some deejays around the Northwest have made one 
side or the othertheir ‘pick hit’, or ‘country climber’. 
If you play records on a station and haven’t listened 
to this one yet, maybe because it’s on a small label, 
take time to give it a spin. I predict you’ll be glad 
you did! 

It seems there hasn’t been much western-s wing 
material out on records recently, with the exception 
of Bob Wills on Kapp. A top performer who hasn’t 
had anything new out in a couple of years is “Mr. 
Steel Guitar’’, Leon McAuliffe. In past years Leon 
and his Cimarron Boys have recorded on major 
labels including Columbia, Dot and Capitol, and 
also Leon's own Cimarron Records. I have a feeling 
Leon would be interested in recording once again, if 
he had a favorable indication from Country Music 
fans, especiall you readers and subscribers of 
COUNTRY MUSIC LIFE, that you would like him to 
do so. I hope, as with Dean Martin, a large number 
of you will write to Leon McAuliffe, Cimarron Ball- 
room, 221 West Fourth St., Tulsa, Okla. 74103. 
Leon is not only an outstanding musician and singer, 
but a wonderful person to boot. I have known Leon 
for several years, and can definitely say he is a 
credit to OUR kind of music! 

Arrangements have already been made for young 
Western entertainers Mike and Donita Stanton to be 
featured on Washington Governor Daniel J. Evans' 
Christmas Entertainment Program next December at 
the State Capitol, Olympia. They are really looking 
forward to being there, as this is another, and most 
impressive break-through for Country Music! Donita 
only recently celebrated her 21st birthday; Mike is 
14. The Stantons just made a guest appearance on 
Jack Roberts’ ‘‘Evergreen Jubilee”, seen Saturday 
nights over KOMO-TV (Channel 4), Seattle. The 
top-rated C/M segs regulars are Roberts with his 
Evergreen Drifters western-swing combo, featuring 
Kathy Robinson and Chubby Howard. Mike and 
Donita are from Tacoma, Wash.; Mike did a steel 
guitar tune, and Donita a vocal number on the 
Jubilee“. (Next December — that's really an 
advance booking for them!) 

Chubby Howard, who held down the Night- 
Hawk’ spot on KMO Radio, Tacoma, Wash., for 
eight months has left the station. He will continue 
with personal appearances and television work. 
KMO is still a full-time C/M broadcast outlet, 24 
hours a day. However, with Chubby gone, I think 
it has lost it’s highest rated and favorite disk jockey 
personality! Many listeners from Nome, Alaska, to 
Lovelock, Nevada and hundreds of points in-between, 
miss Chubby and hated to see him leave KMO! 

Talking about leaving . . . Pd better end this 
column — there's no more space left for this month 


in CML! Until the March issue, when you are writing 
to Dean Martin, Leon McAuliffe, etc., in the next 
week or two — don’t forget me. I’d really appreciate 
hearing from you. My address is 8201 So. Lawrence 
St., No. 8, Tacoma, Wash. 98409 or c/o CML in 
California. Till next time — KEEP IT COUNTRY! 


MIDWEST NOTES 


Continued 


A group of fans from the Sioux City, Iowa area, 
gave a big TRI birthday party for JOHNNY WESTERN, 
GORDON TERRY and LARRY GOOD . . and it 
surprised them all! Larry and Gordon knew there 
would be a ''party"' but thought it was all for Johnny. 
MARY PETERSEN, who was there tells us it didn't 
break up until after 2 a.m.! 

Again this year, CHRIS LANE is planning to 
take a plane load of WJJD listeners to Hawaii. 
Sounds like a trip everyone should take, away from 
midwest winters. JJD’s next Shower of Stars" 
features BUCK OWENS and GEORGE JONES. 

DAVE PATTERSON of WMCL in McLeansboro, 
Ill., new all C&W radio station, wants to be added 
to everyone's record and promo mailing lists. I’m 
not sure exactly of when this station goes on the 
air but we do know it will be all country. 

WROZ, Evansville, Indiana, has added former 
WVHI announcer KEN MARTIN to its staff. Another 
new C&W outlet for the midwest. 

Some exciting news from our JIMMY PAYNE: 

Come February Jim's on his way to Spain! 

А lot of American country music thrill'ums 

'Cause he's taking along RON & LEONA WILLIAMS! 

With that display of my non-talent for poetry, 
Ill close for this month, but bon voyage kids and 
give us a report of your month long tour when you 
return Senor Jim! 


NASHVILLE NOTES 


Continued 


Speaking of D.J.’s you might like to ask Bob 
Jennings for his energy-positive thinking recipe. 
Here are a few of his versatile, yet highly capable 
activities — he hosts his WLAC Country Store pro- 
gram, 3 to 6 a.m.; runs the Four Star Music-Challenge 
Records office; sings; plays guitar; is a recording 
artist; emcees Tennessee area horse shows; raises 
and trains his own horses; coaches his boy's little 
league baseball team; is President of the PTA; 
gives a home to underprivileged boys over the holi- 
days; plays golf; and still maintains a sense of 
humor, along with extending kindness to new and 
established artists on his radio show. Two added 
ckores I forgot to mention — he emcees the Stone- 
mans and Carl Tipton color TV shows. Son, Don 
Robin is following in Daddy’S shoes, aiding him at 
the turntables many holiday morns. 


Write À Song 


with professional Nashville songwriters 
who get records by such artists as Brenda 
Lee, Sue Thompson, Carl Smith, Bobby 
Bare, Chet Atkins, Eddy Arnold, The Wil- 
burn Bros., Slim Whitman, Jimmy New- 
man, Johnny Rivers, etc. 

Write for free details—no obligation. 


Globe Recording Studio, Inc. 


Nashville, Tenn. 


422-A Broadway 


Be sure to fill out form below. 


For FASTEST service on address change, missing copies, 
etc., attach old mailing label in first space below. Other- 
wise please print clearly your address as we now have it, 


OLD ADDRESS (Attach old label here if available) 


NAME 


« ADDRESS 


NEW ADDRESS DON'T FORGET YOUR ZIP NUMBER: IT'S IMPORTANT! 
NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP CODE 


P. O. BOX 2366 
MAIL TO EL MODENO STATION 
U ORANGE, CALIFORNIA 
ZIP CODE 92667 


Please allow 4 weeks for change to take effect 


NASHVILLE NOTES Continued 


Eddy Arnold has been giving some wide scan 
exposure for the Country world of late; appearing on 
Dinah Shore's Nashville special, Lloyd Thaxton's 
"Everybody's Talking’, Mike Douglas, NBC's 
"American Profile: Music From the Land’’ (Eddy 
narrated the program) and the Carol Channing spe- 
cial. Other performances on Profile were by: Flatt 
and Scruggs, Bill Anderson, Tex Ritter, Minnie 
Pearl, Buck Owens, Roy Acuff, Marty Robbins, 
Dottie West, the Stonemans, Ben Smathers and his 
Stoney Mountain Cloggers, and Hank Williams Jr. 
Also featured were; talks with Record Row folks, 
Frances Williams Preston, and John Loudermilk. 
Country Music Hall of Fame and Grand Ole Opry 
scenes were shown, giving a somewhat rounder pic- 
ture of Music City than just the stand up and sing 
guest spots. All concerned seemed to get a huge 
bang out of Minnie Pearl on the Thaxton daily tube 
show, her 2nd week-long appearance on this. 

Concerning the Country TV population — Bob 
Bee memos this for Molly’s fans. Many of them have 
been unhappy because she hasn’t been answering 
their mail. It seems NBC hasn’t been forwarding it 
to her, since ‘‘Swingin’ Country’’ left the airways. 
Nothing against NBC, it’s probably just a pigeon- 
holing mistake. Here is the address thru which you 
may reach her: 3507 Magnolia Blvd. Suite B, Burbank, 
California. I for one, am glad to see her MGM record 
"Sinner's Wine’ on the WWVA Big Country Survey. 
KBUY Fort Worth call themselves the Swingin’ 
Country station. I told Bill Mack they should use 
Molly’s album of the same name, as their theme song. 
If you don’t recognize the call letters, before the new 
owners it was KCUL. Bill Mack’s new release was 
good for New Years, ‘‘Drinking Champagne’’ (’til 
early morning). Anyone wanting to join his fan club 
write: P. O. Box 10433, Fort Worth, Texas. He also 
hosts the Sat. Cowtown Jamboree” TV’er from Pan- 
ther Hall. New Years’ weekend guest stars were: 
Tony Douglas, Hank Thompson and Jack Greene. 


A proud congratulation tc our friend Jack Greene, 
who is honored to be the newest member of the 
Grand Ole Opry . . . Another success hello to our 
friend Jerry Green, who has made a record 19 guest 
appearances on the Opry in the past 7 mos. Even 
the regulars are only required to make 20 appearances 
per year. His first nationally released record has 
been issued by Great Records, a division of Chart. 
It's the inspiring true story of TRIPOD THE THREE 
LEGGED DOG", a philosophical novelty about a 
real three-legged, tree climbing, singing Houston 
dog, who was flown from Texas to appear on the 
Оргу — greeted in some fine publicity photos, by 
Grant Turner. I know he's real, because he came 
to visit us at our Madison CML office and met our 
German Shepard, Fondi . . . I guess our New Year's 
Eve parties, with Jerry, Tammy Wynette, Don and 
Jean Chapel, Neal and Alice (Joy) Merritt, revert 
to the time of the ‘good old Days’, as all are reach- 


44 


ing success and their holidays will be booked solid. 
Another among the members was artist Tommy Doyle, 
who sent a package and greeting this year from Viet 
Nam. He is lonesome and vishes Country Music 
folk to write him: Thomas D. Karnes R.A. 12965255 
PFC - Battery ‘‘B’’ Ist Battalion — 40th Artillery 
— APO San Francisco 96269. 

Nashville songwriter, Ray Grif, who penned 
"Baby" for Wilma Burgess seems to have his own 
going record ‘‘Lilly White Hands’’, also covered by 
Johnny Carver, Nashvillian from Mississippi . 
Leroy Van Dyke was signed in atthe Playboy Club 
in Atlanta. Не kicked off the so-called ''Festival 
of Stars" in bunnyland, including Bill Cosby, Tony 
Bennett and Joey Bishop. I doubt if Sue would let 
one of the bunnies in if they followed him home. 
Easter won't arrive for a while. Another Music City 
songwriter, Jimmy Payne, is arriving with his own 
record Where's All The Love Gone”. These writers 
are blessed with fine voices. 

Thank you, Billie Claycomb, Mildred Wright and 
Darlene Halvorson for your letter concerning the new 
Fan Club for Sonny Wright — I will forward the facts 
to Mr. Harris. І see we were recommended to you by 
the active co-presidents of the Loretta Lynn Fan 
Club. Penny Jay wishes to apologize forthe lull in 
her fan club news, due to the illness of her Fresi- 
dent, Gale Martin. 

Starday Record Execs. played host to us in their 
recreation-luncheon room, Don Pierce, Hal Neely 
and Charlie Dick. 
cuisine, while marveling over the success of this 
year's Pro Celeb Golf Tourney, and listened to 
plans forthe next. Mr. Neely was most kind to us, 
during this Convention Golf Tourney, seeing that we 


We enjoyed delicious buffet 


got photos, info, and an interview with Perry Como 
thru his manager Mickey Glass. Hal is vice president 
and general manager of Starday; the poor fellow 
spent Christmas in Nashville Memorial Hospital, 
recovering from a broken leg and ribs. Не suffered 
these in a fall from a horse while exercise riding 
with Don Pierce and son Chris Neely. That leg just 
must have gotten weak while covering all the miles 
managing this golf tournament. I admire this record 
Co. team for signing the great Guy Mitchell. 

Chaw Mank, of Staunton, Illinois memos his 
latest news. I think he must hold a record; belongs 
to over 265 fan clubs and runs 11 himself! His book 
"Valentino" has passed the 2 million mark in sales 
and he is busy on 3 more. He wants to do one on a 
Nashville star very soon, and was sorry he didn't 
attend the ASCAP Luncheon with Juanita Kennedy 
and me. . . Lou Casella, Pres. Wayside Records of 
Mass. sent this news: He has signed — Darrel McCall, 
Jimmy Sttickland, Gayle Holly, Kay Arnold, Tootsie 
(from Tootsie's Orchid Lounge behind the Opry), and 
Bil Floyd (with the Joe Wright Talent Agency). 
After the Convention he cut sessions on all these 
plus Cathy Cass and Jerry McKinnon. See you all 
in March — as Nashville greets the Spring. 


BILLY PARKER KEEPS COUNTRY MUSIC ALIVE IN TULSA 


By RUTH CHARON 


To begin, I must relate my amazement at the City 


of Tulsa. Having driven through Oklahoma many 
times, strangely, I still never realized that Tulsa 
was such a thriving metropolis. It is large, modern, 
industrial, loaded with civic improvement, spacious 
homes challenging those of Beverly Hills, new and 
great ideas on its TV presentations, and folks that 
are so friendly you wouldn’t believe. Adding the 
most important fact to these observations — Country 
Music is in full swing here! 

And why not, when great artists like Billy Parker 
represent our music with dignity, respect, action, 
talent, color and downright innate creativity. Then 
Leon McAuliffe still maintains his spectacular 
Cimarron Ballroom in Tulsa, where Leon, Billy’s 
band, and many of the greats continuously entertain. 
The last week of September found Billy and his band 
heading the entertainment there, for a giant party 
given by the Safeway Stores. 

Again, why not, Oklahoma a great Country Music 
and folk state. Think of her native sons who have 
been a credit to the field of show business; Will 
Rogers, Jeanie Shepard, Sheb Wooley, Roger Miller 
and Billy Parker, to name a few. When entering the 
town of Erie, Oklahoma, we were deeply impressed, 
yet tickled at the huge sign which captured the 
entire scene of the city limits entrance, ‘‘Erie, 
Oklahoma — the birthplace of Roger Miller and Sheb 
Wooley!” . . . The Cowboy Wall of Fame is naother 
gigantic enterprise which we hope to thoroughly 
examine; passing by without stopping was a timely 
challenge! 


All of this Midwest glamour should easily dem- 
onstrate the company Billy Parker keeps and the 
ever present challenge of tradition, which keeps his 
ambition alive . . . Tulsa, by the way, is known as 
"THE OIL CAPITOL” ... 

Country Music Man, Billy Parker, is 29 years 
young and was born in these beautiful "Oklahoma 
Hills" (a C&W standard, penned by the late Jack 
Guthrie). Though born in Okemah, most of his life 
has been enjoyed in Tulsa. Among Billy's favorite 
memoirs, is the 6 months spent in Springfield, Mo. on 
Red Foley's ''Ozark Jubilee". The late Jim Cole- 
man, of Nashville, was his manager. 

Now Billy has a lively Country Music program, 
"The Pilly Parker Show”, from 2-4 p.m. on КЕМ] 
Radio, the Tulsa C&W station. His band was or- 
ganized through his work on this station, and they 
are always booked on a full schedule. 

However, now that Billy has signed and recorded 
for the top label Decca, much of his time will be 
spent away from Tulsa, on road tours. His new agency 
is Hal Smith Artist Productions, of Nashville, with 
Haze Jones as his Manager. Look at the stupendous 
job Haze has done for our little Bobby Lewis. The 
first release was cut July 25th, A & R'd by Owen 
Bradley. The titles are: "Drinking All The Time" 
b/w She's Just Getting Back At Me". Billy thanks 
Mr. Emest Tubb as the reason for his miracle of 
getting on this top Country label; co-incidentally, 
this great man was a tremendous help in the career 
of Bobby Lewis. 

Having first heard of Billy through his Fan Club 
Presidents, the Vogt sisters, and his releases on the 
Sims label; our first formal meeting was here in 
Tulsa at the Grand Opening of ‘‘Uncle Bob's Fried 
Chicken U.S.A." Uncle Bob has franchises in 27 
states and Mexico, following close on the heels of 
Colonel Sanders. 

With Billy, after the shoe, we met his most 
beautiful wife, Jerri, and their three month old son, 
Bily Joe. The two met at the Johnnie Lee Wills 
Rodeo and share their hobbies of golf and fishing. 
His heavy bookings now allow precious little time 
for these, but that is the price of talent. 

For two years Billy had a C&W show on KTUL- 
TV, Tulsa. At present he hosts a full color show 
on KVOO-TV, Tulsa, Saturdays, 5:30—6:00 p.m. 
The Vanguards Gospel group will join him. Some of 
the future guest stars booked are Johnnie Lee Wills, 
Leon McAuliffe, Carl Belew, Ruth Charon, Rocky 
Cuple and The Shotguns, and a host of others. 

So don't miss Billy Parker when his record is 
released and his show arrives in your area; yov will 
be guaranteed a pro show and active good time. 
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ALICE ANN 

DOT TREXLER 

ROUTE 8 BOX 83D 
SALISBURY, N.C. 28144 


BOBBY AUSTIN 

ABBIE WOOLSEY 

1932 CRAWFORD 

NO. LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89030 


ERNIE ASHWORTH 
BETTYE ASHWORTH 

P.O. BOX 8833 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 37211 


KAY ADAMS 

BETTY CARSON 

BOX 187 

N. JACKSON, OHIO 44451 


BILL ANDERSON 
FRANCES COX 

Р.О. BOX 304 
ARVADA, COLO, 80002 


REX ALLEN 

WILMA ORR 

160 EL BONITA WAY 
BENICIA, САШЕ, 94510 


REXINE ALLEN 
MYRTLE EVANS 
1011 W. AINSLIE 
CHICAGO, ILL. 60640 


WYNN STEWART 

FRANCES FULLER 

Р.О. BOX 6448 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 55423 
WILMA BURGESS 

CHERYL DUFFEY 

P.O, BOX 5532 

ORLANDO, FLA, 32805 


JERRY BYRD 

MILLIE ANNIS 

3122 CLYDE PARK S.W. 
WYOMING, MICH. 49509 


CARL & PEARL BUTLER 
OPAL HARDYMAN 

1008 SOUTH OAK ST. [ 
CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 61820 / 


NOEL BOGGS 
SHIRLEY KRIEGER 
5-4D ALABAMA AVE. 
PATERSON, N.J. 07513 


KENNY BIGGS 

NANCY REDINGER 

7709 STANTON AVE. 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 15218 


BILL BOHANNON 

EDITH MONSON 

1330 BURCHETT ST. 
BOSSIER CITY, LA, 71010 


IRENE BELLE 

LYNN RAYMOND 

531 SHERWOOD WAY 
OXNARD, CALIF. 93030 


BOBBY BROWN 

MARY NORTH 

3343 CHESTNUT AVE. 
BAL TIMORE, MD, 21211 


BOBBY BUTTRAM 

BARBARA PHILLIPS & 

BARBARA MCCLARTY, CO-PRES. 
Р.О. BOX 624 

ROSWELL, М.М. 30075 


MABELENE "ANGEL" BAKER 
KITTY WHITE 

1517 MAIN STREET 
SHARPSBURG, PENNA. 15215 


THE BLUEGRASS FAN CLUB 
CHAW MANK, PRES. 
ORAWER 30 

STAUNTION, ILL. 62088 


LARRY BRASSO 
MILLIE MILLER 
ROUTE 2 BOX 366 
ТОМА, LOUISIANA 70647 


CLYDE BEAVERS 
KATHRYN YOUKER 

BOX 274 

PENNSVILLE, N.J. 08070 


SONNY WRIGHT 
2089 HANOVER STREET 
AURORA, COLORADO 80010 


LINDA CASSADY 
GLENNIS MOLLOHAN 
ROUTE 2, BOX 84 
FLEMING, COLO. 80728 


TEX CARSON 

SHIRLEY FULMER 

P.O. BOX 85 

PENNSBURG, PENNA. 18073 ~ 
COMPTON BROTHERS \ 
BEA WILCOX / 
7601 RICHMOND HIGHWAY 
ALEXANDRIA, МА. 22306 


TOMMY COLLINS 
BONNIE DAILY 

812 FILMORE ST. 
TAFT, CALIF. 93268 


WILF CARTER (MONTANA SLIM) 
ELEANOR M. BURDO 

P.O. BOX 151 

FLORENCE, MASS. 01060 


CATES SISTERS 
GLENNIS.MOLLOHAN 
ROUTE 2 BOX 84 
FLEMING, COLO. 80728 


OLD JOE CLARK 

MRS. BOOTS TURNER 
817 - 4TH COURT WEST 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 35204 


ANDY CARR 

MYRTLE PAYNE 

402 W. MARIPOSA 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 


JOHNNY CASH SOCIETY 
REBA HANCOCK 

Р.О. BOX 95 

OAK VIEW, CALIF, 93022 


JOHNNY CASH APPRECIATION 
SOCIETY 

DAVID & PAT DEADMAN 
“SASKATOON” 

106 QUEEN ELIZABETH ОН. 
NEW ADDINGTON, CROYDON 
SURREY, ENGLAND 


OLD TIME COUNTRY MUSIC 
CLUB OF CANADA 

BOB FULLER, SEC'T. 

7280 CASGRAIN STREET 
MONTREAL 10, QUEBEC, 
CANADA 


ORVILLE CLARIDA 

RUTH SPENCER 

P.O. BOX 764 

UNION CITY, CALIF, 94587 


HUGH CLINTON 

CLAIRE FRATRIK 

OLD 611 R.D. #3 
DOYLESTOWN, PA. 18901 


COUNTRY & WESTERN FAN CLUB 
MIROSLAV CERNY 
OLBRACHTOVA 1057 

PRAHA 4 

KRC, CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


BOBBY DURHAM 
JACKIE ELMLUND 
1247 PORTLAND AVE. 
BEND, OREGON 97701 


JOHNNY $ DOLLAR 
EVELYN BERNET 

180 SPRINGFIELD AVE. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 19127 


LITTLE VERN DAVIS 

KATHY В. 

BOX 458 

EVANSVILLE, WYOMING 82636 


ETHEL DELANEY 
CLAIRETTA IRISH 
250 WEST 3RD ST. 
ERIE, PENNA, 16507 


WINONA DIAMOND 
BETTIE FOSSETT 
2023 SANGER AVE. 
WACO, TEXAS 76707 


NORVILLE DOLLAR 
KATHY SCHRECK 
9834 DENNIS DRIVE 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 63136 


DANNY DALE 
DORIS DALE 

P.O. BOX 67 
MANTUA, N.J. 08051 


JIMMY DEAN 
LORETTA GEISLER 
4403 SCOTIA ROAD 
BALTIMORE, MD, 21227 


DON ELLIS & THE 
MISSOURI POOR BOYS 
VELMA GROVERO 
ROUTE 3, BOX 228 
HILLSBORO, MO. 63050 


THE DILLARDS SOCIETY 
JERREY HUDDLESTON 

171 ROCHESTER ST. 
COSTA MESA, CALIF. 92627 


LENORE ELLYN 

KAREN & CARY LAMBERT 
ROUTE 1, BOX 40M 
FLEMING, COLO. 80728 


DURWARD ERWIN 

SUE ERWIN 

3259 VERNICE ST. 

SAN JOSE, CALIF. 95125 


BARBARA FAIRCHILD 
KAY BROOKS 

5997 BOND AVE. 

E. ST. LOUIS, ILL. 62707 


SHIRLEY FOLEY 

NORMA COST 

ROUTE 6, DOG LEG ROAD 
NEWARK, OHIO 43055 


CHARLIE GORE 
GOLDIE PERKINS 
ROUTE 2, BOX 228 
MAYSVILLE, KY. 51056 


BOB GALLION 

VORLA DOTSON 

306 - 6TH ST. 

WILL IAMSTOWN, W. VA, 26187 


JIMMMY GATELEY 
SHARON YOUNG 

1244 SO. 20TH 
MAYWOOD, ILL. 60153 


GINGER MAE 

HELEN CHALOUX 

MIRY BROOK ROAD 
DANBURY, CONN. 06810 


COUNTRY MUSIC GENTS 
SANDRA BRINTON 

7816 FLOURTOWN AVE. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19118 


VERNON GLEN 
MARVIN HOERNER 
P.O. BOX 99 

AMBOY, ILLINOIS 61310 


BOB HILL 

GLADYS DAVIS 

213 ONTARIO ST. 
COHOES, N.Y. 12047 


BOB HOMAN 

PAT COFFMAN 

ROUTE =4 

UPPER SANDUSKY, OHIO 43351 


THE HOMESTEADERS 

KAY HELFRICH 

410 WEST SPENCER ST. 
COLUMBIA CITY, INDIANA 46725 


AL HOMBERG 

SHARON KITTLE 

315 N. DAVIS ST. 
KEYSER, WEST VA. 26726 


MERLE HAGGARD 
NEWELL SHOUP JR. 
2830 LOGAN AVE. 

DES MOINES, IOWA 50317 


GEORGE HAMILTON IV 
DODY VARNEY 

6646 OLD PLUM ROAD 
FT. EDWARDS, N.Y. 12828 


KITTY HAWKINS 
RACHEL JONES 

345 CENTRAL AVE. 
DECATUR, ILL. 62521 


SONNY JAMES & FRIENDS 
MARGIE GOEN 

Р.О. BOX 11625 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 87112 


DON JOYCE 

МАОМ! PARSONS 

Р.О. BOX 155 
HARRISONVILLE, MO. 64701 


GEORGE JONES 

FRAN MALONEY 

Р.О. BOX 1695 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78206 


JIM & JESSE 

JEAN OSBORN 

404 SHORELINE DRIVE 
TALLAHASSEE, FLA, 32301 


BOBBY PARISH 

BETTYE KENDALL 

1475 DOWNING STREET 
BOX 204 

DENVER, COLORADO 80218 


RON KARTCHNER 

BARBARA ANN CRANE 

P.O. BOX 683 

SNOWFLAKE, ARIZONA 85937 


CLAUDE KING 

HENNIE & RUTH BELTMAN 
330 DUKE STREET WEST 
KITCHENER, ONTARIO, CAN. 


MURRAY LEWIS 

KAREN LIZAR 

2708 ADAMS М.Е. 
ALBUQUERQUE, М.М. 87110 


SHERWIN LINTON 

MARY ANN LINTON 

104 TERRACE RD. N. E. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 55400 


BOB LOCKWOOD 
THELMA MANTANTI 
28 HAWTHORNE AVE. 
STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. 


JUDY LYNN 

JUNE HUCKER 

P.O. BOX 14927 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89101 


JOE LOVE 

GLENDA HUFFMAN 
7904 KING ROAD 
RAVENNA, OHIO 44255 


ARNIE LUNSFORD 

LEE & PHYLLIS MECHLIN 
9319 RAMBLER ROAD 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45231 


LORETTA LYNN 

THE JOHNSON GIRLS 

BOX 177 

WILD HORSE, COLO, 80862 


NAPIER & MOORE 
ROSALEE LEWIS 

13 CROSS STREET 
LAUREL, MARYLAND 20810 


BUDDY MEREDITH 
DUSTY BORELSON 
ROUTE 3, BOX 31 
RAPID CITY, S.D. 57701 


JERRY MILLER 
ROMAINE KAJA 

661 SO. 62ND ST. 
MILWAUKEE, WISC. 53214 


MARTY MARTEL 

JEAN IRELAND 

R.D. #4, BOX 121 
BURGETTSTOWN, PA, 15021 


EDIE McLAIN 

ROBERT HELSTROM 

3924 SPRINGDALE 

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76111 


PATSY MONTANA 
MRS. LEE BRANHAM 
245 N. WELLS 
RENTON, WASH. 98055 


BILL MONROE 

MARVINE JOHNSON 
ROUTE 2, BOX 137 
HURRICANE, W. VA. 25526 


BILLY MARTIN 

KAY CULBERT 

410 MACKINAW ST. 
SAGINAW, MICH. 48602 


JOE & ROSE LEE MAPHIS 
DEE MACKELBERG 

223 JORDAN ST. S.E. 
SALEM, OREGON 97302 


BILLY MIZE 

BEVERLY SORENSON 

BOX 672 

MARTENSDALE, IOWA 50160 


ROSE MADDOX 

FRED MC GILL 

14210 SHERMAN WAY 
VAN NUYS, CALIF. 91401 


HAROLD MORRISON 
VIDA TANNER 

BOX 296 

HUTCHINS, TEXAS 75141 


SONNY MILLER & THE 
HAPPY VALLEY BOYS 
ELEANOR CATHERMAN 
BOX 142 

MOHRSVILLE, PA. 19541 


GAIL MURRAY 
DEBORAH HODGES 
279 ANNONA AVE. 
PAHOKEE, FLA. 33476 


SYLVIA MOBLEY 

LOIS RODICH 

3847 E. 38TH ST. 

DES MOINES, IOWA 50317 


WARNER MACK 

BEA WILCOX 

7601 RICHMOND HIGHWAY 
ALEXANDRIA, VA. 22306 


JACK NELSON 
PAULINE LAYTON 
411 S.E. DUNHAM 
DES MOINES, IOWA 


MELVIN NASH 

BESSIE STEPHENS 

P.O. BOX 273 

SHAWNEE, OKLAHOMA 74801 


JAMES O'GWYNN 
SHIRLEY JOHNSON 
ROUTE 1 

GRISWOLD, IOWA 51535 


BUCK OWENS 

MAICIE OWENS 

P.O. BOX 128 
EDISON, CALIF. 93220 


RAY PRICE 

SANDRA ORWIG 

Р.О, BOX 786 
HARRISBURG, PA. 17108 


ROBERT MARTIN 
FLORENCE SAYE, 

Р.О, BOX 154 

EA ST POINT, GEORGIA 30044 


BILL PHILLIPS 
BARBARA HUSS 

P.O. BOX 884 
HARRISBURG, PA. 17108 


CHARLEY PRIDE 
LAURA LAGGE 

811 — 10ТН AVE. WEST 
DICKENSON, N.D. 58601 


ORVAL PROPHET 

DONNA V. MATTISON 

R.D. 1 MEADOWBROOK RD. 
SARATOGA SPRINGS, N.Y. 12866 


JIMMIE PETERS 
MILDRED HALL 
2506 W. 19TH ST. 
PLAINVIEW, TEXAS 79072 


RAY PILLOW 

BOBBIE GAINEY 

ROUTE 2, BOX 248-A 

DE FUNIAK SPRINGS, FLA. 32433 


AL PERRY 

ESTHER WOOD 

23321 S. ORCHARD AVE. 
WILMINGTON, CALIF, 90744 


DICK RICH 

LOIS JEFFERSON 
BOX 288 

NEWTON, PA. 18940 


VINCE ROBERTS 

© ROBBIE THE TRAIL BOSS 
P.O. BOX 235 

NEW BOSTON, MICH. 48164 


TOM RIVERS 

BESSIE STEPHENS 
P.O. BOX 273 
SHAWNEE, OKLA. 74801 


DEL REEVES 

MARY ANN COOPER 
ROUTE 7, BOX 406 
DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62521 


RUSTY RUSSELL & THE 
RAINBOW VALLEY RANGERS 
ROXANN RUSSELL 

R.R. 1, BOX 30 
FITZWILLIAM, N.H. 03447 


MELODY ROSE 
MARILLA CHAPMAN 
519 S. HIGHLAND AVE. 
BUCYRUS, OHIO 44820 


HIGHLAND RAMBLERS 
LAURA LEWIS 

ROUTE 1, BOX 42 

NEW BAVARIA, OHIO 43548 


JIM STEVENS 

DOTTIE SWOPE & sss 
DOTTIE STEVENS, CO-PRES 
836 W. WASHINGTON ST. 
HAGERSTOWN, MD. 


TED SCOTT 
BRENDA STEELE 
1000 MENTOR 
WICHITA, KANSAS 67213 


JIMMIE RODGERS SOCIETY 
JIM EVANS 

1908 DIXIE DRIVE 
LUBBOCK, TEXAS 79405 


NAT STUCKEY 

LINDA BARTHEL 

BOX 50 

ROLAND, OKLAHOMA 74954 


REVIEW OF STARS 
EVELYN OTTESON 
217 MELROSE DRIVE 
JACKSON, MISS. 39211 


RICKY SEARS 

VELVA MINYARD & 

MIDGE SEARS 

637 E. TAYLOR 
SUNNYVALE, CALIF. 94086 


KENNY SERATT 

CHAW MANK 

BOX 30 

STAUNTON, ILL, 62088 


RALPH STANLEY 

FAY MCGINNIS 

1156 — 21ST ST. 
WYANDOTTE, MICH, 48192 


YODELIN' SHORTY 
JEAN KING 

2708 PEAR STREET 
ERIE, PA. 16507 


GENE BEIHL & 

THE MT. STATES BOYS 
SHIRLEY LAWHON 

ROUTE 5, BOX 16C 

LAKE CITY, FLORIDA 32055 


RICKY SEARS 

VELVA MINYARD 

637 E. TAYLOR 
SUNNYVALE, CALIF. 94084 


HANK SNOW 

MRS. ADA HAYES 

126 STATE STREET 
GALLIPOLIS, OHIO 45631 


TOM TALL 

PEGGY STEELMAN 

303 CAPITOL TOWERS 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 37219 


JOE TAYLOR 

MARY SHAFFER 
ROUTE #1 

OSSEO, MICH. 49266 


VAN TREVOR 

SHARON BOULANGER 

BOX 919 

NEW BRITAIN, CONN. 06050 


VINCE ROBERTS & THE 
TENNESSEE COUNTRY BOYS 
"ROBBIE THE TRAIL BOSS 
P.O. BOX 235 

NEW BOSTON, MICHIGAN 48164 


GARY WILLIAMS FRIENDSHIP 
MARY LOU BERGAU 

R.R. :3, BOX 81 

DEER PARK, WASHINGTON 99006 


DOUG WARREN 

MARLENE ROTH 

158 N. DETROIT ST. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF, 90036 


DOTTIE WEST 

MARGARET COLBURN 

4719 NANTUCKET RD. 
COLLEGE PARK, MD. 20741 


PENNY WILSON 
CAROL TISDALE 
BOX 94 

ETNA, OHIO 43018 


WOOTEN BROTHERS 

ACE SMITH 

ROUTE 2 BOX 138 

GREE NBRIAR, ARK. 72058 


JAY LEE WEBB 

SIBYL HINKLE & 

ELAINE HOBSON 

6716 EXETER AVE, 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 35212 


TERRY WHITE 
CONNIE YOUNKER 
BOX 24 

CURTICE, OHIO 43412 


WILBURN BROTHERS 
REVA & IMAGENE CHOATE 
929 NEUHOFF LANE 
NASHVILLE, TEN, 37205 


JIM HALL & DUSTY WILLIAMS 
MARIAN KING 

ROUTE 2, BOX 99 

EDMORE, MICHIGAN 48629 


| АМ COUNTRY MUSIC 


| am country music. 

Like most things, | was an idea born of one man. Little 
did he realize the growth I would achieve. 

I have been nutured into ageless maturity with sweat, 
tears, and yes, even the blood of many people. 

Unlike all other musics, | am not just a sound. | am 
hope and dreams. I provide livelihoods, and hobbys, for 
thousands. | make countless friendships. | am family to 
orphans. | am home to the homeless, and the weary travel- 
er. | am love to the lonely. | provide relaxation for the 
tired. | soothe the mind. | encourage the discouraged, and 
provide incentive and inspiration to those who are hope- 
less. 

am companion to the ill and the shut in. I am comfort 


to the bereft. 


I am a world wide traveler, and speak many languages. 

I go into battle with our servicemen. 

| help prepare the way to the great beyond, for the 
wonderful brother hood of country artists. | have stood 
watch at their hospital beds. Part of me dies each time 
one of my own passes on; | have gone ''Beyond the Sun- 
set” with our beloved artists. 

I pay most humble tribute to those who have dedicated 
their lives to me, and who have given their lives for me. 


Despite my own personal struggles, and heartaches, 


1, among music, am most richly blessed. 


Гат COUNTRY music. 


Submitted by B.J. Deike 


Breezewood, Pennsylvania 
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EPP 


„ . And if it's not too late, I'd like to do this one for the fella down front.“ 


WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE READ 


Statistics show that our readers ате .. 


+ 


+ 


54% Male and 46% Female 


19 years old to 56 years 
old — average 28 years 


69.7% are homeowners 


1.6 cars per family 


2.7 children per family 


Advertise In 


+ Each family spends $107.49 


annually for phono records 


* 71% are from the professions. 
Copies of CountryMusicLife 
are in Doctors, Dentists, and 
Attorney’s waiting rooms all 
over the country 


+ Over 1500 Barbers subscribe 


for ‘waiting customers'' 


